
 

 

The Sentinel 
 

December 2009 
 

 
 
 

Vene Sancte Spiritus 
 
 Early on Friday morning, November 20th we had gathered, after a wonderful 
Eucharist the previous night in which our preacher and friend, Bishop Jerry Lamb, had 
encouraged us to imagine a mural of the Diocese of Oregon.  In that mural, he asked, 
what would our portion look like as it was being created?  Each of our contributions 
would make a new creation that only the work of our individual gifts could fully shape 
to be the mural that God’s Spirit was guiding us to paint. 
 
 All of the lay and clergy delegates were on the convention floor and the gallery 
was filled with guests, friends and supporters.  In hushed tones our Secretary of 
Convention called us to order and introduced the Very Rev. Roy Coulter who would 
serve as our chaplain.  Roy+ began a prayer for the coming of God’s Holy Spirit 
among us that we might be led to the place of discernment and grace as we prepared to 
carry out the important work before us.  The soft strains of the Taizé chant Vene 
Sancte Spiritus could be heard on the piano and the gathered community began to sing 
and harmonize the words of the ancient Latin prayer Come Holy Spirit. 
 
 Many of us, and I must include myself here, were preparing for a long morning 
of voting and praying and struggling with the results of that voting to determine just 
where the breath of the Spirit was blowing the mind of our convention.  After what 
only seemed an interminable time, we were called back to our tables to hear the results 
of the first ballot.  When the screen lit up with the breakdown of the vote by name of 
each of the nominees in both orders it took a moment for my brain to register and an 
audible murmur rose from the crowd.  It would seem that the Holy Spirit was moving 
in a decisive and swift manner.  The Rev. Michael Hanley lacked a single vote in the 
Lay Order to be the next bishop.   
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 In the spirit of intentional discernment that had been laid out by the electing 
convention planners twenty minutes was allowed between ballots for the delegates to 
pray, discuss or use as they needed to prepare for the next ballot.  For me the time 
became, as our Secretary of Convention had pointed out, a “thin place” where the veil 
between our temporal world and God’s eternal dwelling place is drawn so tight it 
becomes possible to feel the presence of The Holy!  Drawn back to the work at hand 
by the soft strains of the Latin chant it became certain that God’s Holy and life giving 
Spirit was indeed at work in our work.  When the tellers returned with the election 
results the room erupted in a spontaneous ovation and the chords of the piano lifted us 
into the stains of the Celtic Alleluia – we had called our shepherd and heard that call 
affirmed.  This was truly one of the holy moments in our lives as Church! 
 
Dennis j.+ 
 
 

Advent Services 
 

Each Sunday in Advent the “O Antiphons” will be sung at the lighting of the Advent 
Wreath.  These are often attributed to St Gregory the Great.  The oldest manuscripts 
date to the 9th century.  Traditionally, sung before and after the Magnificat during 
Vespers on the days preceding Christmas, each one represents a name for Christ in 
the Old  Testament (Wisdom, Lord of Might, Root of Jesse, Key of David, Rising  
Dawn, King of Nations, God with Us).  We will be using the setting by  Peter Hallock, 
longtime director of music at St Mark's Cathedral in Seattle. 

Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday in Advent  
7:45: am:  Holy Eucharist (without music) 
10:00 am: Lessons and Carols with modified Eucharist 

Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
10:30 pm Carols and Anthems 
11:00 pm Eucharist 

Friday, December 25, Christmas Day 
10:00 am:  Festal Choral Eucharist 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
Holy Eucharist – Rite II at 7:45 AM and 10:00AM 

Coffee hours are held after both services in order to meet one another and to greet 
newcomers. All birthdays are celebrated with cake and song at coffee hour on third 
Sundays of the month. 
Between the two Sunday services, please join us in the Parish Hall at 9:00 AM for our 
Adult Inquiry program. 

Journey Koinonia Catholic Community meets on Sundays at 6:00 PM in the 
sanctuary.  To contact them go to www.journey-catholic.org or call 503-998-0808. 

 

 

December Adult Inquiry 
Noel:  Poems, Stories and Songs for the Season 

As we enter Advent, the time of expectant waiting, and joyful celebration, we will take 
a lighter look at stories and songs of the season. Please join us for a nostalgic trip of 
memories of Christmas past and hope for Christmas yet to come.  

December 6:  Poems of the season. A Child’s Christmas in Wales and other favorites. 
Bring a Christmas poem or one that simply captures the spirit of the season to read and 
share. 

December 13:  Stories and traditions. Tell a story of your favorite Christmas.  How do 
you and your family prepare for Christmas?  What are your special practices or 
prayers for Advent?   

December 20:  Music of the season, the story of the carols, a reflection of the great 
Christmas oratorios, and examination of Advent hymns and chants.  

December 27: (no class) 
 
Please join us in the Parish hall at 9:00 between the services.  Jean and Mic Fleming 
will facilitate. 
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Weekday Activities 
Tuesday: Chili lunch (September – May):  Bag lunch (May – August) 

For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), Stephen Snyder 
(paradmin@aracnet.com) or Joyce Lew (jlwlew@hevanet.com). 

Wednesday sandwich preparation 
For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), and Barbara Hart 
 
Men’s Bible Study 12:00 Noon – 1:00 PM on Wednesdays in the Library 
 For information contact: George Neavoll (gneavoll@comcast.net) 
 
Begin Within: Centering Prayer and Meditation – 3:30 PM on Wednesdays 

For information on changed time and location contact: 
Mike Zula 503-772-2095 (laslie471@comcast.net) or refer to August edition of 
The Sentinel. 

 
Saturday breakfast 
 For information contact: Sue Rossiter (rossitersusan@yahoo.com) 

Thank offerings made to celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries are used 
towards defraying the cost of meals provided to all comers on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

 
The Vestry meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:15 PM in the Parish Hall.  
Meetings are open to everyone.  
 

 
Sacred Grounds at Rilassi Coffee House 

 
The mediation/healing services at Rilassi Coffee House, known as "Sacred Grounds," 
are scheduled for December 2 and 16. All members of the parish are invited and are 
particularly invited to bring friends. Rilassi is located at 3580 SW River Parkway, two 
blocks south of OHSU and the tram. The services begin at 5:30PM and will last about 
30 minutes, with time after for coffee and conversation. We are also planning to hold 
Sacred Grounds at other locations in our area such as apartment and condominium 
buildings. Please contact Deacon Ken at ken@ken-arnold.com or 503-222-1285 if you 
have questions or want to contribute to this ministry in our community. 
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December Men's Bible Study: Lives of a Christian 

 
Which areas of life do you need to work on to become a whole person? Your physical 
life? Relational life? Spiritual life? Does anyone else struggle with focusing on all 
these at the same time? 
 
This introduction from the study outline of the Serendipity Bible (New International 
Version) sets the tone for December's men's Bible study. Meetings begin at noon 
Wednesdays in the St. Stephen's library, and conclude at 1 p.m. sharp. An opening 
prayer and remarks by the day's leader precede the Bible reading for the day and the 
usually vigorous discussion that follows. The final 15 minutes are devoted to the 
"special needs" the men bring to the table, and to prayer. 

December 2 – Emotional Life: Peace of mind (Philippians 4: 2-9) 
 
December 9 – Relational Life: How's your love life? (1 Corinthians 13: 1-13) 
 
December 16 – Volitional Life: Holy choices (1 Thessalonians 4: 1-12) 
 
December 23 – By Design: "Fearfully and wonderfully made" (Psalms 139: 1-24) 
 
December 30 – Accepted by God: Children of God (1 John 2: 28 - 3:10) 

 
 

 

Greening of the Church 
 

 
 

Please join us for this annual 
event on Thursday December 17 

5:30PM with Pizza to follow  
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Say Yes to our Future! 

 
As we look ahead to an exciting year in 2010, we face a number of challenges and 
opportunities in carrying out our discernment mission. However, several wonderful 
initiatives are already underway to claim our place as the downtown Episcopal 
presence:   
 
Our Ad Hoc Concert Program, Animal Blessing in the Park and the Dedication of our 
bike shrine have all opened the doors of our church to our neighbors and the larger 
Portland community. The Bartletts have carted off at least a ton of dead history out of 
the basement, opening the way for fresh air and energy to come in.  Roof repairs are 
underway between raindrops.  Marcos and Drew have faithfully cleaned our facility to 
a standard not seen in years.  Our newest member Ed Garren donated new lights for 
the Parish Hall which actually shine in our newly polished floor. The Diocese has 
donated 20 bibles to our adult study library.  Four parishioners subscribed to a fund 
established by the Taylers to purchase the actual icon that has been the new image 
seen on our publications this year. Faye Tayler has donated hours of design time 
creating our visual identity.  Darragh Lalich has faithfully kept our bulletin board 
current.  And Matt Smith has given us a new website and a social media presence on 
Twitter and Facebook.  
 
Above all, our spiritual mission has been enhanced. A Healing Team has been formed 
and a Worship Team is on the way.  We are now home to a Portland chapter of 
Integrity, which speaks to our LGBT members and guests.  We have hosted what may 
have been the first or among the few Portuguese masses in Portland. And our first 
spiritual outreach service will be held at the Rilassi Coffee House in just a few short 
days.  
 
Father Dennis has been installed as the Episcopal Campus minister for PSU following 
a long St. Stephen’s tradition that includes many faithful years of service by Father 
Palmer.  
 
Throughout all this new activity our flagship meal program has grown from need and 
word of mouth.  Sue Rossiter and her family, Mary Komachi, Joe Jackson, Barbara 
Hart, Joyce Lew,  Hisa Iwata and Sabin Belknap have given greatly in time and 
treasure to ensure that all who are hungry will be sustained.  
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Many others have donated time and talent as well, serving meals, ushering, counting 
the collection and singing in the choir. 
 
Our 2010 Stewardship campaign will conclude its main effort  this week. As of 
November 19th 34 pledges representing 44 members had been received by the 
Stewardship Team totaling just under $75,000. The average pledge has been $2,258, 
up 12% from last year.  Our median pledge has held steady at $1,300.   
 
Our expenses for 2009 are expected to close December at $168,000.  We have run a 
deficit budget this year drawing down our bank account and expect to end the year 
with a balance of $40,000 to begin the New Year.  
 
As part of our discernment process we have expressed our desire to run with a 
balanced budget in 2010.  This will force some hard decisions and some prayerful 
consideration of our priorities for how to move through the coming months. Our 
history shows, however, that we have the determination and ability to find the way to 
continue God’s work at 13th and Clay. It will take everyone’s help, but it can be done.  
And at the Annual Meeting in January, the vestry will present the financial plan that 
will continue to implement the strategic plan of “Building our Mission,”  
 
In the meantime it is very gratifying to see that we all continue to say Yes! to St. 
Stephen’s.  
 
Mic Fleming 
Senior Warden 
 
 

Birthdays in December 

Jesus of Nazareth – December 25 
If we have omitted your name, please send your name and birthday to the 
church office so we may celebrate with you next year. 
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St Stephen’s 2009–2010 Ad Hoc Concert Series  
 
Sunday, December 20, 3 PM – St Stephen’s Parish Choir 
A Sound of Angels – St Stephen’s Parish Choir, augmented with special guests, will 
include seasonal works by Praetorius, Hassler, Victoria, William Billings, and Herbert 
Howells. 
The audience will be invited to join the choir to sing favorite carols. 

There will be a Christmas Cookie Reception after this concert. 
Please bring cookies for this reception to church on Sunday 
morning.  We are giving a special prize for the Best Christmas 
Cookie. 

 
Sunday, April 18, 3 pm – Organ Extravaganza 
Local organists with connections to St Stephen’s - Rob Stoltz and Joe O’Donnell - will 
perform on the lively Gress-Miles organ. 

Advance single tickets are $10 for each event.  Refreshments will be served 
after each program. 

For more information, go to www.stst.org, e-mail music@stst.org, or 
call 503-227-5783. 
 
 

St Stephen’s Music News 
 
During the fall, the choir will sing the greatest liturgical hits of the 16th to the 20th 
centuries by Handel, Mozart, Scarlatti, Christopher Tye, John Rutter, and others. 
All are invited to come to choir rehearsal and sing. 
 

The choir always welcomes new members.  No experience necessary. For more 
information, please speak with Matt Smith after church or call 503-593-7006. 
Come join the fun! 
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Partnering with God 
Traditionally much of our religious experience is of mystical union. In 

communion and in other of the sacraments we experience the love of God for us. In 
prayer we may respond with joy and love for God. 

But there is another way in which we experience God. That is in partnering for 
the common work we do with God. It is this latter type of experience we here at St. 
Stephen’s have been having as a parish. Like the original hard luck kids of history, the 
Hebrew nation, St. Stephen’s has been living a precarious existence, hardly knowing 
whether we were going to survive or not. We don’t know if we can keep the doors 
open. We don’t know if we can make our budget. We don’t know if our building plans 
have foundered. Yet always there is something which arises to deal with the crisis. Old 
members step up to bat. New members pledge. Potential new associates turn up for 
our building. It is as though there is a plan for us which God doesn’t want us to forget. 

God is faithful. God will not abandon us. “I am with you, “God says. But the 
plan is only a possibility, nothing inevitable. It depends on us as well as on God. 

God doesn’t boss us. God doesn’t coddle us. Instead God gives us a nudge. 
“Now it’s up to you,” is what God seems to be saying. 

Our parish reaches out to the community. We have events. We bless animals 
and have a procession with them in the Park Blocks. We provide our parson as 
chaplain to Portland State and process again. Now we are going to bless bikes, for 
heaven’s sake, and process some more.  

What next? God knows? I doubt it.  I’d say God is hoping for us.  

John Marks 
 
 

Retirement 
After six years as Parish Administrator the time has come for me to take the next step. 
On January 31, 2010 I will be retiring after which I plan to take a few weeks to rest 
and restore my spiritual life.  I am not, however, leaving St. Stephen’s.  I have served 
in many capacities under 1 Dean, 5 Rectors, a Priest-In-Charge, and 8 or 9 Interim 
Rectors.  I have seen 12 organists and 10 choir directors during that time.  I have made 
St. Stephen’s my family and you have welcomed me and taken me in.  You rejoiced 
with, wept with, mourned with me but you have always stood by me.  Please rejoice 
with me as I take the next step forward. 
Stephen Snyder 
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Michael Joseph Hanley 
10th Episcopal Bishop of Oregon 

  
By the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, the diocese of Oregon, meeting 
in Convention in Eugene, Oregon, on the 20th day of November in the year of our 
Lord 2009, has elected The Rev. Michael Hanley as the tenth Bishop of Oregon. 
Father Hanley has been serving as rector of St. Christopher Episcopal Church, 
Roseville, Minnesota since 1998. He was one of three nominees selected by the Search 
Committee to stand for election. Provided a majority of bishops with jurisdiction and a 
majority of diocesan Standing Committees give their consent, he will be consecrated 
on April 10, 2010 by The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts-Schori, Presiding Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church. The Standing Committee is profoundly grateful to the Search 
Committee for the time and energy they invested in selecting our three nominees, to 
the nominees themselves for being willing, once chosen, to stand for election, and to 
the Holy Spirit for guiding our diocese through our search and election process. 
--Sharon L. Rodgers, President for the Standing Committee 
 
The bishop-elect was born in 1954 and grew up in Oklahoma and in New York City. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Oklahoma in 1976 and a M.Div. from 
Seabury-Western Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, in 1981. He also holds a D.Min. 
in Congregational Development from Seabury-Western (2005). He has served  parishes in 
Oklahoma, Missouri, and, for the past nineteen years, Minnesota. 
 
In the Diocese of Minnesota he has served in a variety of elected and appointed leadership 
positions and is currently a trustee of Seabury-Western.  
 
He is known as a supportive mentor to people of all ages and stages of life, with a deep 
spiritual center. 
 

He is married to Marla Martin Hanley, an associate academic dean at St. Catherine University 
in the Twin Cities. They are the proud parents of two adult daughters. 
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����Online with St. Stephen’s 

Here are some ways you can stay connected with St. Stephen's electronically during 
the week: 

– Weblog where Fr. Dennis' sermons can be viewed 
http://revdennisj.blogspot.com 

– Get the daily lectionary readings and other short messages from St Stephen’s 
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/ststephensPDX).  

– Get the latest news, links and pictures from St. Stephen’s, plan activities, and 
send messages to your friends at St. Stephen’s on the St. Stephen’s Facebook 
group (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=76885117904). 

– See the choir schedule at http://www.stst.org/choir.html 
 
What would you like to see on the St Stephen's Website?  Let Matt Smith know at 
music@stst.org. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Can you help? 
 
The holidays are approaching – as well as colder 
and wetter weather – and the Tuesday lunch group 
would like again this year to give hats, gloves and 
socks to our guests.  Any donations of these 
items, which we plan to distribute on Tuesday, 
December 15 would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 Please leave them in the office (and let one of the 
Tuesday group know that they are there).  Many 
thanks. 
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Parish Leadership 
 
The Rev. Dennis j. Parker, Priest-in-Charge 
 revdennisj@comcast.net 
The Rev. Ken Arnold, Deacon 

ken@ken-arnold.com 
The Rev. G. Palmer Pardington, III, PhD., 
Assisting Clergy, BOC Chair 
 gpardington@mindspring.com 
The Rev. Dale Carr, Assisting Clergy 
 revdalecarr@comcast.net 
The Rev. William North, Assisting Clergy 
 revbillnorth@comcast.net 
Matt Smith , Director of Music 
 msmith215@gmail.com 
Sue Rossiter, Treasurer 
 susanrossiter@yahoo.com 
Kathleen Barless, Assisting Treasurer 
 kbarless@appleisp.net 
Stephen Snyder, Verger & Parish Administrator 
 paradmin@aracnet.com 

The Vestry 
 
Senior Warden Mic Fleming 
Junior Warden Fran Angiulo 
Molly Bartlett 
Sabin Belknap 
Sam Ganczaruk 
Darragh Lalich 
Robert Tayler 
Barbara Wrench 
Mike Zula 
 
 

 
 
Parish Calendar: events to be added to the Parish Calendar should be sent to the 
church office before the deadline shown below. 
 
 

The St. Stephen's photo album is on display at coffee hour. During the week it 
is kept in the library. Any contributions, especially from early days, would be 
welcome. Contact Darragh Lalich. 
 
 
The Sentinel: please send news and information for the next Sentinel to 
EditorStSt@gmail.com by the third week of the month. 
The deadline for the January Sentinel will be Saturday, December 19th. 


