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TWICE THE WORDS FOR HALF THE COST? 
 

 As you may notice from its sheer volume, this edition of The Sentinel covers 
two months of Parish activities and events.  Since our Editor will be away from St. 
Stephen’s during the last week of June and the beginning of July the decision was 
made to combine the June/July issue.  Due to this shuffling of publication deadlines I 
am writing to you at the end of May about spiritual growth and liturgical practices that 
are, in some instances, more than 5 weeks away.  In light of that, I wondered aloud if I 
might be allowed to cover twice the length of my usual Priest-in-Charge remarks.  
Michael, ever so graciously, suggested that might not be the greatest idea – since you 
already have to put up with me in the pulpit almost every week! 
 
 Thoughts of July – and the long slow days and nights of summer in the Pacific 
Northwest turn our mind’s reflection to the rest and renewal that summertime offers 
us.  This is often the time that many members will be away on vacation – or attending 
professional conferences – or even spending valuable resources to gather with family 
who are close in our hearts; and perhaps far from our eyes.  Your Priest-in-Charge will 
be doing all of those things this summer.  At the beginning of June Michael and I, 
along with his daughter and son-in-law, will be taking a few days of R & R in Las 
Vegas, seeing shows and renewing our winter-wearied minds and hearts.  At the end 
of June, I will be traveling to Chicago to attend a nationwide joint Episcopal/Lutheran 
Campus Ministry Conference, “Be Present/Be Real”.  In my role as part-time 
Episcopal Chaplain at Portland State University, the connections and ideas that will 
come from time spent with my colleagues from around the 50 States will be inspiring 
and invaluable.  Finally in the first week of August I will travel to Colorado Springs,  
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CO to spend time at a family reunion with my 9 remaining siblings and their spouses, 
children and grandchildren. 
 
 The ability to intentionally slow down our lives and activities comes as a gift 
to many of us who find ourselves overwhelmed with the “to do” lists of our busy lives.  
God invites us to use the warm and wonderful days of summer as Sabbath time – 
where we deliberately and intentionally remove ourselves from the hectic and 
oftentimes frantic pace of our society.  The long green season that comes after our 
fifty days of Easter helps to remind us that life has its own rhythms, and we are most 
content when we tap into the grace of allowing God’s time to take over our time.  My 
prayer is that each of you might find the renewal of heart and spirit in God’s Holy and 
life-giving Spirit that calls us everyone of us to discipleship in Jesus the Christ. 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
 
Dennis j.+ 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Services 

Holy Eucharist – Rite II at 7:45 AM and 10:00AM.  Coffee hours are held 
after both services in order to meet one another and to greet newcomers. All birthdays 
are celebrated with cake and song at coffee hour on third Sundays of the month. 
 
 
Journey Koinonia Catholic Community meets on Sundays at 6:00 PM in the 
sanctuary.  To contact them go to www.journey-catholic.org or call 503-998-0808. 

From November to March the Church under the Bridge meets on Sundays at 12:30 
PM in the parish hall.  Information can be obtained from Ken@141pdx.org. 
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JUNE ADULT INQUIRY 
Social Justice 

 
But let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 Amos 5:24 

 
Pentecost begins the season of ordinary time when we are asked to live out our 
baptismal vows. The prophets and Jesus spoke often and passionately about justice.  In 
Matthew Jesus tells us what we have to do to create a just community.  And yet, today 
how do we reconcile the evidence all around us of God’s abundance with the evidence 
all around us of persistent injustice?  How can we call ourselves at St. Stephen’s a just 
congregation?  Join us at 9:00 in the parish hall between the services for the four 
Sundays in June to discuss these questions, our vows, and what answers we have 
today for them.  Jean and Mic Fleming will facilitate joined by our new deacon, The 
Rev. Ken Arnold. 
 
June 7:  What are our stories? Share your own story of social justice observed, 
lived, questioned and found.  
 
June 14:  What does Scripture say?  What is the theological basis and history for 
our ideas of social justice?  Deacon Ken Arnold will lead the discussion.  
 
June 21:  Social Justice Advocacy.  How can we promote the cause of social justice?  
Jesus was a radical.  Can anyone call St. Stephen’s a home to radicals? Should they?  
 
June 28:  Justice on our Streets.  Listen to stories of those making it happen and 
those in our neighborhood on the receiving end of our just society.   
 

The class will not meet in July but will resume in August. 
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Weekday Activities 
Men’s Bible Study 12:00 noon – 1:00 PM on Wednesdays in the Library 
 For information contact: George Neavoll (gneavoll@comcast.net) 

Centering Prayer 4.00 PM on Wednesdays in the Parish Hall 
 For information contact: Mike Zula (laslie471@comcast.net) 

Tuesday: Chili lunch (September – May):   Bag lunch (May – August) 
For information contact: Joyce Lew (jlwlew@hevanet.com), Mary Komachi  
(babamk@juno.com), or Stephen Snyder (paradmin@aracnet.com) 

Saturday breakfast 
 For information contact: Sue Rossiter (rossitersusan@yahoo.com) 

Wednesday sandwich preparation 
For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), and Barbara Hart 

Thank offerings made to celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries are used 
towards defraying the cost of meals provided to all comers on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

The Vestry meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:15 PM in the Parish Hall.  
Meetings are open to everyone.  
 
 
Oregon Chamber Singers at St Stephen’s 
 
The Oregon Chamber Singers, under the direction of Sandra Miller, will join forces 
with the St Stephen’s Parish Choir on Sunday, June 7 during the 10 AM service.  The 
Rev. Palmer Pardington sings regularly with OCS, and is recently returned from New 
York City and the OCS performance at Carnegie Hall. 

Moving on… 

Good luck and Godspeed to Jeremy Griffin  as he embarks on his next great 
adventure as a graduate student at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, 
BC.  Jeremy has served as section leader since 2005.  Don’t miss Jeremy’s graduation 
recital at St Andrew’s Lutheran in Beaverton on Saturday, June 13 at 7:30 pm.  Jeremy 
will perform the solo cantata “Ich habe genug” by J.S. Bach.  

Matt Smith 
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ST. STEPHEN’S MARCHES IN PRIDE PARADE 
Sunday, June 14 

 
St. Stephen’s will again participate with the CWC (Community of Welcoming 
Congregations) by marching with our colorful banner, immediately after the 10:00 
AM service. Anyone can join in the march or help line the streets to cheer us on!  
 
The Parade steps off from the North Park Blocks around 11:15 AM and goes up 
Broadway, crossing Burnside to Taylor.  Then it goes down Taylor to Naito Parkway 
and ends at Waterfront Park.  We carry a wonderful St. Stephen’s banner with the 
CWC; all are welcome to join up and take a turn – lots of fun to see so many good 
people cheering us on!   For more information on specifics, check out PrideNW.org 
under "parade" or talk to Melissa. 
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St Stephen’s is pleased to announce the 2009–2010 Ad Hoc Concert Series. 
Advance single tickets are $10 for each event, and season tickets are $35 for all four 
concerts.  Refreshments will be served after each program. 
 
Wednesday, July 1, 7:30 PM – James Oakes  
James Oakes, Professor Emeritus of piano and music theory at Xavier University, 
performs piano works by Haydn, Mendelssohn, Anna Goodwin, Mabel Bailey, Julia 
Amanda Perry, and Margaret Bonds. 
 
Sunday, September 27, 3 PM – Antonio Centurion 
Antonio Centurion, master of the Paraguayan harp, returns to St Stephen’s to perform 
traditional music of the South American Guarani Indians on the national instrument of 
Paraguay. 
 
Sunday, December 20, 3 PM – St Stephen’s Parish Choir 
Your own St Stephen’s Parish Choir will perform seasonal works by Praetorius, 
Hassler, Victoria, William Billings, and Herbert Howells. 
The audience will be invited to join the choir to sing your favorite carols. 
 
Sunday, April 18, 3 pm – Organ Extravaganza 
Local organists with connections to St Stephen’s - Rob Stoltz and Joe O’Donnell - will 
perform on the lively Gress-Miles organ. 

 
 

���� Online with St. Stephen’s 
 

Here are some ways you can stay connected with St. Stephen's electronically during 
the week: 

– Weblog where Fr. Dennis' sermons can be viewed 
http://revdennisj.blogspot.com 

– Get the daily lectionary readings and other short messages from St Stephen’s 
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/ststephensPDX).  
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– Get the latest news, links and pictures from St. Stephen’s, plan activities, and 
send messages to your friends at St. Stephen’s on the St. Stephen’s Facebook 
group (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=76885117904). 

– See the choir schedule at http://www.stst.org/choir.html 
 
– See some pictures from Bishop Hampton's visit at 

http://www.stst.org/bishop.htm 
 

What would you like to see on the St Stephen's Website?  Let Matt Smith know at 
music@stst.org. 

 
The choir always welcomes new members.  No experience necessary. For more 
information, please speak with Matt Smith after church or call 503-593-7006. 
 
 
 
 

WHILE WE WERE AWAY 
 
In January, I flew to Phoenix, AZ to begin a three-month interim at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in neighboring Mesa, the third largest city in Arizona. This is the 
place President Obama chose to announce part of his mortgage relief program, 
because Mesa has one of the highest foreclosure rates in the country. We saw a 
number of yard sales and empty strip malls. But for the most part we enjoyed the 
beautiful Arizona sunsets, the coming of spring with the golden budding Palo Verde 
trees, and the ubiquitous scent of real orange blossoms which filled the air for weeks 
on end, while we enjoyed the bounty of fresh squeezed orange and grapefruit juice 
from the fruit of parishioners’ backyard trees. 
 
My name was given to the congregation by the Bishop of Arizona, The Rt. Rev. Kirk 
Smith, for whom I had served briefly as Chaplain to the Clergy and their Families and 
as Associate Interim Dean of the Cathedral.  When he invited me to take the Mesa 
position, he gave a litany of the problems the parish had had over the past years, but 
said he hoped for great things from the parish, where, incidentally, he was ordained 
deacon in the Episcopal Church. 
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My task was to help heal the wounds left by a disastrous rector who had lasted only 18 
months, and to prepare for the arrival of a Priest-in-Charge, who was to come just after 
Easter Day.  It was only when we discovered how fragile the parish financial situation 
was that the congregation was able to cast aside its bitterness and hurt. At the rate we 
were going the church would have had no money left in any of its funds, including the 
endowment and reserved funds, by mid-July. After I sounded the alarm, we raised 
pledges by $50,000 in two weeks, which was enough to allow the Church to move 
forward with their next priest. 
 
I learned that parishioners will respond to a crisis when the facts are made completely 
clear and they are seriously challenged to meet the parish financial needs even in the 
most difficult of economic times. I also experienced the tenaciousness with which 
folks love their parish, and the sacrifices they will make for its well-being.  Our 
experience together turned out to be a somber Lenten journey of repentance and a 
joyful Easter, marked by new life.  It was a good experience.  
 
Meanwhile, Mary was busy at the beginning and end of our Arizona time, first here in 
Portland, helping with the arrival of our fourth grandchild who was born December 
30th and later, in March, flying to Philadelphia, PA to help with the birth of our fifth, 
born March 18th.  More new life.   
 
Now we are home again where we belong, at St. Stephen’s, happy to see the signs of 
new life in our beloved home parish. 
 
The Rev. Bill North 
 
 
 

Birthdays in June and July 
Tom Gale 
Becky Short 
Perky Kilbourn 

June 10 
June 12 
June 15 

Palmer Pardington 
Elsie Lucas 

July 12 
July 20 

 
If we have omitted your name, please send your name and birthday to the 
church office.  Errors should also be reported. 
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IS THERE A FORCE FOR EVIL IN THE WORLD? 
THE DEVIL, YOU SAY! 

 
Much of religious faith depends upon hope, that God is so loving and so forgiving that 
everything is going to turn out well. For God so loved the world…. 
 
The very first Christians lived in the hope of the immediate Second Coming. Jesus 
Christ was coming back and then everything was going to be all right. The Second 
Coming didn’t occur then but still today there are people who live in the hope of that 
Millennium. Soon! 
 
Yet we Christians living with ourselves know how much we fall short of salvation. As 
St. Paul says: “The things I should do I do not. The things I should not do I do.” 
 
We know that God loves the world and we know that God is good.  Yet we know that 
God has created us free.  Anything else than free creatures would not be worthy of 
being companions of God. 
 
So we are free to do evil. Sometimes it seems that, like St. Paul we prefer evil. That’s 
the devil in us, something old and stubborn that will not be eradicated. We get angry. 
We are envious. We delight in our neighbor’s misfortunes. We doubt the goodness of 
God.  Love should conquer all. But it doesn’t.  At least not all the time. 
 
We think that if we love our neighbor our neighbor will love us back.  But he doesn’t. 
And we know that some times we may resent our neighbor’s loving us. Does his 
loving mean that he considers himself superior? 
 
William Inge, Dean of London’s St. Paul’s Cathedral in the early part of the last 
century was known as the “gloomy dean” for his uncompromisingly realistic view of 
human nature in an imperfect world. There’s one quotation from him I admire: 
 

‘There is no law of progress. Our future is in our own hands, to make or 
to mar. It will be an uphill fight to the end, and would we have it 
otherwise? Let no one suppose that evolution will ever exempt us from 
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struggle. “You forget,” said the Devil with a chuckle, “that I have been 
evolving too.”‘ 

 
For us Anglicans Scripture and our tradition tell us that God has been faithful. God has 
intervened at times in our history to nudge us toward righteousness. But God is ever 
mindful of our freedom, the freedom that makes us worthy of communion with God. 
We can foul up and certainly we can see how we have fouled up in the last century 
with our Nazism and Stalinism, our Holocaust and our World War II bombings that 
killed more civilians than combatants, our nuclear explosions that had the possibility 
of destroying the world. It’s a wonder that God has not given up on us. 
 
But God hasn’t. Still as a universal Creator God has other fish to fry, other 
experiments on other incredibly distant planets, though as mere humans we can’t 
imagine where or how. All we can do is acknowledge there’s an evil in our nature and 
fight it. There seems still to be time. 
 
John Marks 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note: 
 
We are always looking for articles or 
photographs of interest for The 
Sentinel.   
 
Why not submit a brief description of 
your summer vacation or an activity 
of interest to the parish?   
 
To get things going, here Peter and I 
are taking part in SOLV’s “Polish the 
Pearl” program a couple of weeks 
ago. 
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William Temple House 
Since 1965, William Temple House has offered a hand up to Portland’s 
working poor families and individuals. Today we offer mental health 
counseling, emergency social services, and pastoral care to those in 
need.  William Temple House has been blessed with extraordinary 
volunteers in every aspect of our organization, giving William Temple 
House the ability to grow and continue providing outstanding services. 

Volunteering is a powerful force for change and for community growth and 
development. The commitment of time and energy our volunteers have given 
reflects their dedication to improving lives. 

Consider helping a hungry family, a mom struggling with depression or a 
young father who has been laid off, by becoming a William Temple House 
volunteer. There are a variety of positions available and opportunities are 
available seven days a week. Volunteering just a few hours a week is all it 
takes. Contact Dana LaBoy (503.226.3021 ext. 235 or 
dlaboy@williamtemple.org) for more information. 
 
Note from Fran Angiulo, Junior Warden: 
There is a special need at this time for donations of all sorts to the Thrift Shop 
run for the benefit of William Temple House.  Donations, especially of 
furniture (which they will pick up), are way down as people are not replacing 
items.  It was William Temple House which helped us get most of the furniture 
for the parish hall – it would be really good to help them in these hard times. 
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Sermons Online: Did you know that you can read Fr. Dennis’ sermons and other 
musings on the Web?  Look for Fr. Dennis’ blog at http://revdennisj.blogspot.com. 

 
 
 
 
Parish Leadership 
 
The Rev. Dennis j. Parker, Priest-in-Charge 
 revdennisj@comcast.net 
The Rev. Ken Arnold, Deacon 

ken@ken-arnold.com 
The Rev. G. Palmer Pardington, III, PhD., 
Assisting Clergy, BOC Chair 
 gpardington@mindspring.com 
The Rev. Dale Carr, Assisting Clergy 
 revdalecarr@comcast.net 
The Rev. William North, Assisting Clergy 
 revbillnorth@comcast.net 
Matt Smith , Director of Music 
 msmith215@gmail.com 
Sue Rossiter, Treasurer 
 susanrossiter@yahoo.com 
Kathleen Barless, Assisting Treasurer 
 kbarless@appleisp.net 
Stephen Snyder, Verger & Parish Administrator 
 paradmin@aracnet.com 

The Vestry 
 
Senior Warden Mic Fleming 
Junior Warden Fran Angiulo 
Molly Bartlett 
Sabin Belknap 
Sam Ganczaruk 
Darragh Lalich 
Robert Tayler 
Barbara Wrench 
Mike Zula 
 
 

 
 
Parish Calendar: events to be added to the Parish Calendar should be sent to the 
church office before the deadline shown below. 
 
The Sentinel: please send news and information for the next Sentinel to 
EditorStSt@gmail.com by the third week of the month. 
The deadline for the August Sentinel will be Saturday, July 25th. 


