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SERVING THE CHRIST IN EACH OTHER

| can hardly believe that a full year has passeced joined the St. Stephen's
community as your Priest-in-Charge! The past yearldirought much learning and
many challenges and changes to our family at theecaf 13th and Clay. We
continue to search for what God is calling us tordthis place; and how we can
accomplish that work with the resources we have lggeen. Our discernment work
has reached its conclusion and our Senior WardenFMming, has shared with us
the Plan of Action that has been endorsed by ostrydor how we will grow into the
community we have envisioned ourselves being. Plzat calls for discipline and
sacrifice as we balance the needs of our Parislbandommunity with the realities of
the limited resources each of us brings to carttlmeiwork of spreading the Good
News of God in Christ Jesus - and providing a plalcere people can be fed both
physically and spiritually in downtown Portland.

Now the work begins. Now we will be calling on baxf the members of our
faith family to step forward and claim the ministhat we have been discerning and
share the gifts that are uniquely ours to bringualbioe reign of God in this place.
What contribution is God asking of each of us? Wil become a part of the Parish
Care Committee that is forming and being led byddeaKen? Will you assist in the
preparation of the Flowers and/or Altar for our Wgegathering of Holy Eucharist?
How about sharing your voice as a Lector at 7:45000? Perhaps God is nudging
you to explore how you might become a "doer andusita hearer of the word"?
Service opportunities abound and many hands heimate the distribution of the
work a joy to be shared in Christian communityydti have other ideas/suggestions
about how to widen the scope of our reach withexdowntown community we serve,
we welcome the input and will gladly consider all @ptions.



Enclosed in the pages of this newsletter is infdrom about the many ways
we as a faith community contribute to the Churcth dre wider community where we
live. In those ministries of hospitality and seevihe work of the Gospel is faithfully
carried out day after day, week after week and géar year. The faces | see, whether
at a Tuesday chili luncheon or a monthly commursiervice at Terwilliger Plaza,
assure me that God's goodness and mercy fill mmyahid ministry with blessing and
abundance and | am grateful to God and to thisathiamily for that. If we are to
continue to be the hands and heart of the Chrishgmis then we will need every
single one of us to ease the burden of others ahcbwe them into our fold. Won't
you consider a new way to share the gifts you leean given, and in so doing spread
the wealth of blessings that God has poured up@rAgsve begin to consider the
stewardship of our time, talent and treasure i& ¢bmmunity of believers, my prayer
is that God may use each of our gifts in servicethers so that we might become all
that we are meant to be.

Blessings!

Dennis j.+

PROCESSION AND BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Sunday, October 4, the Feast of Francis of Assisi

For the St. Francis feast day, Fr. Dennis and lBugyg team will offer the traditional
blessing of the animals.

At 7:45 AM the blessing will be during the service.

For the 10:00 AM service, we will gather at thentrdoor of the church on f3ve
after the recessional. From there we will prot¢eghe South Park at"®ve for the
blessing.

As always for this day, your pets are welcome dutire service. But this year invite
your friends and neighbors to become part of thi@emt tradition. They are welcome
for the entire service or just to join us in thelkPar the blessing. Faye Tayler has
graciously made some really fun cards that we camtg other pet owners to help
announce the event
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SUNDAY SERVICES

Holy Eucharist — Rite Il at 7:45 AM and 10:00AM.

Coffee hours are held after both services in olaeneet one another and to greet
newcomers. All birthdays are celebrated with caks song at coffee hour on third
Sundays of the month.

Between the two Sunday services, please join tiseifParish Hall at 9:00 AM for our
Adult Inquiry program.

Journey Koinonia Catholic Communityneets on Sundays at 6:00 PM in the
sanctuary. To contact them go to www.journey-ciattarg or call 503-998-0808.

From November to March théhurch under the Bridgemeets on Sundays at 12:30
PM in the parish hall. Information can be obtaifresn Ken@141pdx.org

October Adult Inquiry: Exegesis Saves?

“How can Tradition and Reason Discover Relevance faroday in the Bible?”
Ideas, Tools and Skills for Reading Scripture

How do scholars and clergy deal with the task s€olering fresh meanings in the
ancient record of our faith? And why do some ehthseem to be so much better at it
than others? In this series of four stand-alossieas, we will explore how reading
and interpreting the Hebrew and Christian Scriguwan do more than merely provide
us with intellectual stimulation and lively discuss

Session 1: Sunday, October 4Fhe Languages of Scripture— Why is it important
to look at Scripture in the original language inievhit is written? How is it possible
for those of us not fluent in Hebrew, Koine, ana#aic to consider the original
setting of the passages we want to evaluate? diftuence of interest in spiritual
matters and the rise of the Internet have greadseiased the accessibility of
Scripture. Many venerable sources of both insraéind information are now
virtually available to all of us. Other newer ora@e appearing regularly. After this
class you may never again have to feel outrankaddiscussion with someone who
knows Bible languages!
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Session 2: Sunday, October 1J1Attitudes about Interpretation— Most
Episcopalians are aware that the entire canonmbtBee did not fall complete in one
tome out of the heavens. (Really, it didn’t!) Wleo cares about such questions as
"Who wrote the Pentateuch?" How do the possiblevarsaffect our intellectual
appreciation of the content of Torah, for example® possible to take Scripture
seriously in the age of space-shuttle flights andgtheory? And is it possible to
reject Scripture and still be a serious seekeh@Ghristian tradition? How many
“Honest Questions” are you ready to ask?

Session 3: Sunday, October 1&8elieving Together: The Art of Disagreeing-

How do scholars like Marcus Borg and N. T. Wrigtdmage to produce provocative
works of interpretation —together? In a time when meanings of Scripture passages
specifically, and the broad task of interpretat@merally, differ profoundly among
believers, is it possible to have a common Scrghase and still hold different
understandings of what Scripture means? What dotoausheep have to do with
multiplying gigabytes? The history of the devel@mhof widely disseminated
Scripture informs these questions, and some gbdiigcal and ecclesiastical
consequences will astound you.

Session 4: Sunday, October 25-ihal Exam (no, not THAT one): Quantifying Our
Understanding— In a world increasingly enamored of statistlusw is it possible to
look at Scripture in a meaningful way without treomming it into words and letters?
What are some of the issues faced by the peoplemusd use more than one
language to communicate spiritual truths and imegrcripture? Since the meanings
of words (especially Scripture words) have divitiedievers for centuries, how do we
present a qualitative message to a world seemmghge impressed with quantity?

Put on your thinking caps and come! The classésneiet in the Parish Hall at 9:00
AM between the services. David Henderson willlfate.

Weekday Activities

Tuesday: Chili lunch (September — May): Bag lunci{May — August)
For information contact: Joyce Lgjwlew@hevanet.com)Mary Komachi
(babamk@juno.cojn Oor Stephen Snyd@saradmin@aracnet.com
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Wednesday sandwich preparation
For information contact: Mary Komac(uabamk@juno.cojp and Barbara Hart

Men’s Bible Study 12:00 Noon — 1:00 PM owednesdaysn the Library
For information contact: George Neav@teavoll@comcast.net)

Begin Within: Centering Prayer and Meditation —3:30 PM onWednesdays
For information on changed time and location contac
Mike Zula 503-772-2098aslie471@comcast.nedr refer to August edition of
The Sentinel.

Saturday breakfast
For information contact: Sue Rossite@ssitersusan@yahoo.com)

Thank offerings made to celebrate Birthdays andivemsaries are used
towards defraying the cost of meals provided t@athers on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays.

The Vestry meets the fourth Wednesday of each mamnfhil5 PM in the Parish Hall.
Meetings are open to everyone.

October Men's Bible Study: "Gifts and Calling"
Men's Bible study meets in the Library every Wediagsfrom 12 noon to 1 PM. The
group uses courses of study from Serendipity Bible for Group@New International
Version), especially as they relate to men. Isefowith prayer for the special
concerns among us.
October's sessions revolve around the questionat\i¢ithe will of God for my life?"
| believe | have a gift, but | don't think God wante to use it the way I've always
wanted to. How can | be sure I'm hearing him, aod/ flong must | wait to see what
he has for me?

October 7— Running ahead: God only knows (James 4:13 : 5:6)
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October 14— Lagging behind: No fear (2 Timothy 1:1 - 2:13).
October 21— Worrying about God's will: Don't worry (Matthedv19-34).

October 28(beginning another course, on "Whol-i-ness: \Wityself, others and
God") — Spiritual life: "Be holy, because | am Ho{Peter 1:13 - 2:3).

PARISH CARE

| have spoken with some of you about establishiBg &tephen’s Parish Care
program. We held off getting started while the disenent groups were meeting. And
thanks to everyone who participated in that criitveark.

Whatever the mission and direction of St. Stephemrtsculated by the discernment
groups, we will offer pastoral care to membershef¢ongregation and to our
community. Healing ministries are as much the wadrthe laity as they are of the
clergy. There is too much need to ask one or tvapleeto attempt to meet it.

| have proposed that we establish a parish cane tieat will: 1) participate in the
laying on of hands during Sunday Eucharist; 2)tyaarishioners in hospital or at
home who are ill or recovering from illness (ortjneed someone to sit with them); 3)
partner with Julia West House (and Operation Nigtith) to visit the sick who are
homeless or lack family care.

We would provide some training for those who wislbé¢ part of this program. The
Rev. Bill North has offered to help with that treig. He has a deep background in
pastoral care. Palmer Pardington has also offeréelp provide training and support.

| think that this ministry is an important one fbe parish. Healing the sick and
visiting the lonely is one of the great commandghefgospel, as we hear in Matthew
25. If we have cared for the least of these, wesltared for Jesus himself.

Those of you who would like to join in this minigtplease contact me leén@ken-
arnold.com 503-222-1285, or during a coffee hour.

Ken Arnold, Deacon
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Weekday Activities

include Tuesday’s

bag lunches in warm weather
and chili lunches in winter.

Why not consider volunteering
with this program?

I

St Stephen’s 2009-2010 Ad Hoc Concert Series

Sunday, December 20, 3 PM — St Stephen’s Parish Choir

St Stephen’s Parish Choir will perform seasonalkedny Praetorius, Hassler,
Victoria, William Billings, and Herbert Howells.

The audience will be invited to join the choir togfavorite carols.

Sunday, April 18, 3 pm — Organ Extravaganza
Local organists with connections to St StepheiR®b Stoltz and Joe O’Donnell - wil
perform on the lively Gress-Miles organ.

Advance single tickets are $10 for each event.rdgbiments will be served
after each program.

For more information, go teww.stst.org e-mailmusic@stst.orgor
call 503-227-5783.

Birthdays in October

Bill North 19 October
Tomas Cueva 28 October
Jean Fleming 30 October

If we have omitted your name, please send your raanddirthday to the
church office. Errors should also be reported.
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Human Failings
Recently | have had a humbling experience thattrne share.

In my moving through the world I've run across amhd call Joe. He became an
acquaintance and | found we had some common iget¢s was a bureaucrat with a
government agency that had some environmentalipslabout which | was
concerned. Meeting casually we would discuss sdntieedatest developments in
which we were both interested.

One time he told me about the supervision in henay. He had a woman supervisor
who was black. He is white. He told me that he $aahe conflicts with her.

According to him she seemed to feel that he neaalegspect her more, as though she
wanted something from him he wasn’t prepared te.gie thought it might have been
that she felt that he was discounting her supemias coming from a black woman.
From his point of view it was as though she wemaaeding from him an attentive
respect he wasn’t going to give.

This conversation with me took place last fall wefthe presidential election. He went
on to say that he felt that Barack Obama was deimgrtde same kind of attentive
respect.

| was struck by the equivalence of his attitudeahthe two, his supervisor and
Barack Obama. The only common denominator betweeitvwto was their ascribed
race. “That sounds like racism to me,” | said.

“Are you calling me racist?” he came back and whassented he started on a long
and angry course of denial. | knew | had hit a eemnd needed to say no more. We
parted on this angry note.

Recently, well after that time, | saw him againe Was alone as | was and so |
approached him. | was glad to have labeled themabiut | didn’t think we had to be
enemies.

We talked about the casual things one talks abdhtessual contacts. He told me
about his life with his dog and his cats. There masntagonism. We both seemed
careful about that.

But we seemed both to know there could be no irdgm&uddenly | realized that |
wanted nothing more to do with this man. | wasthat we were overtly antagonistic.
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It was rather that Joe and | could have only vemyrig relations with each other. |
knew | didn’t want to spend more time with him. bmied about how | was going to
arrange it so that | had no more such conversat\éey likely he felt the same way -
or did he? | don’t know.

When | run into him now | don'’t catch his eye ammhd let him catch mine. He is a
child of God. But he is not one | want to have amyg to do with.

John Marks

Online with St. Stephen’s

Here are some ways you can stay connected witht&bhen's electronically during
the week:
— Weblog where Fr. Dennis' sermons can be viewed
http://revdennisj.blogspot.com
— Get the daily lectionary readings and other sii@$sages from St Stephen’s
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/ststephensPDX
— Get the latest news, links and pictures fronS8&tphen’s, plan activities, and
send messages to your friends at St. Stephentse®t.tStephen’s Facebook
group (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?qid=76885117%904
— See the choir scheduledtp://www.stst.org/choir.html

What would you like to see on the St Stephen's Vigbhd_et Matt Smith know at
music@stst.org

St Stephen’s Music News

During the fall, the choir will sing the greatestitgical hits of the 16th to the 20th
centuries by Handel, Mozart, Scarlatti, Christophge, John Rutter, and others.
All are invited to come to choir rehearsal and sing

The choir always welcomes new members. No expegieecessary. For more
information, please speak with Matt Smith afterrchuor call 503-593-7006.
Come join the fun!
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News of Karen Sandness

Karen Sandness was our soprano section for mamg.\&ae moved back to
Minneapolis a few years ago to be nearer her faamly continues her work there as a
translator. | think many at St. Stephen's wouldhberested in learning what she is
doing now. This is a note | recently received frioen.

Perky Kilbourn

It's been a quiet summer here in Minneapolis, wdhmore subsidized trips to
Japan since | went off the board of the Japan Aason of Translators and,
while business is slower than normal, it's stitsinable.

I'm enjoying being part of St. Mark's Cathedralen&choir continues
throughout the summer here, although it consistsgbne who shows up,
which makes for some interesting balance probléins."real" choir started
this past week, and it promises to be another gearostly English repertoire
under our English music director.

I'm also involved in the Monday Night Supper fowkincome youth, and I'm
starting the third year of EFM after taking a oreafybreak due to logistical
problems.

Obviously there have been major changes since StefStephen's. It's rather
disconcerting to see that | don't recognize anjh@mnames of vestry members.

Anyway, | hope that all of you are doing well. lon Facebook, so any of my
old St. Stephen's friends should feel free to filileme. I'm already connected
with Kevin and Phylis Myles and Bob Mensel, so ere the merrier.

If your travels take you to Minneapolis, let me kWnahead of time at
ksandness@comcast.metjust show up at the 11:00AM service at St. Mark
Cathedral.

Peace,
Karen Sandness
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The Diocese of Oregon Calls a New Bishop

On August 6, 2009, Sharon Rodgers, President dbtheding Committee, announced
the slate of nominees submitted by the Search Ctserfor election as the Tenth
Bishop of Oregon. The nominees, in alphabeticatgrare:

Michael Joseph Hanley
Rector, St. Christopher Episcopal Church, RosevilleMinnesota

Andrew Jeffrey MacBeth
Rector, Calvary Church, Memphis, Tennessee

Britt Elaine Olson
Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of Northern Californa

The biographies of the nominees were publishedhe September issue of The
Sentinel. Additional information (e.g. answers that each Nommee submitted in
writing to questions asked by the Search Committeegan be found at
http://www.diocese-oregon.org/bishopsearch/bishopaech.htm

A Prayer for a Time of Transition

Almighty God, we pray that the power of Christ'séomay be present in our lives as
we, the people of the Episcopal Diocese of Oregater a time of prayerful
discernment and transition to new leadership. Ni@yHoly Spirit illumine the hearts
and minds of those who have the responsibilityetallus as we prepare to build on the
vision that is before us. Let not the prospecth@nge be an occasion for fear and
confusion, but rather a time to build trust and@ase understanding that Christ’s love
may be made known between us and among us thatwibunay be done. Amen

~The Rev. Alcena Boozer, rector, St. Philip the Deacon, Portland and former member

of the Standing Committee
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Parish Leadership

The Rev. Dennis . Parker Priest-in-Charge
revdennisj@comcast.net

The Rev. Ken Arnold, Deacon
ken@ken-arnold.com

The Rev. G. Palmer Pardington, Ill, PhD,

Assisting Clergy, BOC Chair
gpardington@mindspring.com

The Rev. Dale Carr, Assisting Clergy
revdalecarr@comcast.net

The Rev. William North, Assisting Clergy
revbillnorth@comcast.net

Matt Smith, Director of Music
msmith215@gmail.com

Sue Rossiter,Treasurer
susanrossiter@yahoo.com

Kathleen Barless AssistingTreasurer
kbarless@appleisp.net

Stephen SnydeyVerger & Parish Administrator

paradmin@aracnet.com

The Vestry

Senior Warden Mic Fleming
Junior Warden Fran Angiulo
Molly Bartlett

Sabin Belknap

Sam Ganczaruk

Darragh Lalich

Robert Tayler

Barbara Wrench

Mike Zula

Parish Calendar events to be added to the Parish Calendar showddriigo the

church office before the deadline shown below.

The St. Stephen's photo albunis finally on display at coffee hour thanks to the

competence and artistry of Joyce Lew. During theknewill stay in the library. Any

contributions, especially from early days, wouldimcome. Contact Darragh Lalich.

The Sentinelplease send news and information for the nextiSealno
EditorStSt@gmail.corby the third week of the month.
The deadline for the Novemb8entinelwill be Saturday, October 24th
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