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FACING REALITY  
I was at a meeting today at which someone mentioned having been out in their 

garden and just beginning to notice the slight change in the air that signaled the end of 
a glorious summer.  I have to admit that I wanted to strangle them!  How hard it is for 
me to “let go” of the moment and envision what might lie ahead in the promise of the 
turning of the seasons.  I think a part of this stubbornness and reticence to say goodbye 
to summer lies in my memories of “back to school” that this time of year always 
recalls for me.  School was not all that positive an experience for me and so I would 
look with dread as the calendar moved from August to September and I realized that 
the freedom and unstructured time that were mine in the summer would have to be 
turned over to the “Good Sisters of St. John the Baptist” and another year of 
homework, and struggle to fit in with folks who knew I was different and so was 
vulnerable to their attempts at bullying and intimidation.  While I am now long, long, 
long past those grade school years; my gut still reacts with that jolt of fear and sadness 
that signaled the start of a new fall season! 

I think that what I have been able to do in the intervening years is to assure that 
child who still dwells deep within that everything will work out as is should, since 
God is always able to protect and enfold me in loving arms of support and acceptance.  
I think that is what the Gospel message is all about and that is what draws people into 
Christian Community! 

The work we have done this summer on discernment of our mission and 
ministry is coming to a conclusion and the plan for action will be determined by the 
Vestry and communicated to everyone at the end of next month.  What exciting times 
lie ahead for our faith community remain concealed at the moment – and unless we 
allow the past to be the past, we will not be able to make the future what we want it to 
be.  I am deeply grateful for ALL of the work that we have done as a community 
seeking to know where God is calling us and how we can live out that call in the 
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downtown urban ministry that has been a part of our work for over 145 years.  The 
path ahead might be different; might be challenging and WILL be full of the working 
of God’s Holy Spirit if we allow that Spirit to blow through us and move us to the next 
exciting piece of our journey in faith.  Summer has to end in order for the beauty of 
autumn to begin; I know that and I have learned to trust in the possibility of new birth, 
new life and new exciting work that lies ahead of us – and God’s loving embrace to 
gently lead us into our shared future! 

 
Blessings! 
 
Dennis j.+ 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Holy Eucharist – Rite II at 7:45 AM and 10:00AM.  Coffee hours are held after 
both services in order to meet one another and to greet newcomers. All birthdays are 
celebrated with cake and song at coffee hour on third Sundays of the month. 
 
Journey Koinonia Catholic Community meets on Sundays at 6:00 PM in the 
sanctuary.  To contact them go to www.journey-catholic.org or call 503-998-0808. 

From November to March the Church under the Bridge meets on Sundays at 12:30 
PM in the parish hall.  Information can be obtained from Ken@141pdx.org. 

 
September Adult Inquiry:  1 Corinthians 

 “Corinth was at once the New York, Los Angeles and Las Vegas of the ancient 
world.”  And its fledgling church had problems.  Join us for reading and conversation 
of Paul’s first letter to Corinth, one of the most quotable books of the Bible.  Do you 
recognize, “All things to all men,” “Without love I am nothing” and “through a glass 
darkly?” They’re all here with more. 

September 6:  Background of Paul and of Corinth.  Who was Paul and why do we 
read him so darn much? Who were the Corinthians and why did they need so much 
attention?  (Chapters 1 – 6) 
September 13:  Questions to Paul.  What did the Corinthians want to know and what 
are Paul’s answers? What does it mean to be spiritual? Did your Mom wear a veil to 
church? Thoughts on the Eucharist (Chapters 7 – 11) 
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September 20:  Spiritual Gifts and Spiritual People—the primacy of love. 
(Chapters 12 – 14) 
September 27:  Paul’s commentary on the Good News and the conclusion of the 
letter.  (Chapters 15 – 16). 

The class meets at 9:00 in the Parish Hall between the services.  Jean and Mic Fleming 
will facilitate. 

Paul’s First Letter “ has the great value of showing theology at work, theology being 
used as it was intended to be used in the criticism and establishing of persons, 
institutions, practices and ideas.”  C.K. Barrett’s Commentary. 

 
 

Weekday Activities 
Tuesday: Chili lunch (September – May):  Bag lunch (May – August) 

For information contact: Joyce Lew (jlwlew@hevanet.com), Mary Komachi  
(babamk@juno.com), or Stephen Snyder (paradmin@aracnet.com) 

Wednesday sandwich preparation 
For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), and Barbara Hart 

Men’s Bible Study 12:00 Noon – 1:00 PM on Wednesdays in the Library 
 For information contact: George Neavoll (gneavoll@comcast.net) 

Begin Within: Centering Prayer and Meditation – 3:30 PM on Wednesdays 
For information on changed time and location contact: 
Mike Zula 503-772-2095 (laslie471@comcast.net) or refer to August edition of 
The Sentinel. 

Saturday breakfast 
 For information contact: Sue Rossiter (rossitersusan@yahoo.com) 

Thank offerings made to celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries are used 
towards defraying the cost of meals provided to all comers on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

The Vestry meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:15 PM in the Parish Hall.  
Meetings are open to everyone.  
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PARISH CARE 
I have spoken with some of you about establishing a St. Stephen’s Parish Care 
program. We held off getting started while the discernment groups were meeting. And 
thanks to everyone who participated in that critical work. 

Whatever the mission and direction of St. Stephen’s, articulated by the discernment 
groups, we will offer pastoral care to members of the congregation and to our 
community. Healing ministries are as much the work of the laity as they are of the 
clergy. There is too much need to ask one or two people to attempt to meet it. 

I have proposed that we establish a parish care team that will: 1) participate in the 
laying on of hands during Sunday Eucharist; 2) visit parishioners in hospital or at 
home who are ill or recovering from illness (or just need someone to sit with them); 3) 
partner with Julia West House (and Operation Nightwatch) to visit the sick who are 
homeless or lack family care.  

We would provide some training for those who wish to be part of this program. The 
Rev. Bill North has offered to help with that training. He has a deep background in 
pastoral care. Palmer Pardington has also offered to help provide training and support. 

I think that this ministry is an important one for the parish. Healing the sick and 
visiting the lonely is one of the great commands of the gospel, as we hear in Matthew 
25. If we have cared for the least of these, we have cared for Jesus himself. 

Those of you who would like to join in this ministry, please contact me at ken@ken-
arnold.com, 503-222-1285, or during a coffee hour. I hope to begin our training in 
mid-September. 

Ken Arnold, Deacon 
 
 
 

DIOCESE RECOGNIZES ST. STEPHEN’S MEAL PROGRAM 

The Diocesan Commission for the Poor and Homeless has awarded St. Stephen’s a 
$1,000 grant for our community meal program. 

In the letter conveying the check, The Rev. Kay Wood, commission chairperson, 
wrote, “We very much appreciate the work you are doing through this ministry.  It 
demonstrates the level of ministry that serves so many people, not just the homeless.  
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It is so important to educate those of us who are better off to the plight of those who 
are not.  The need will only get worse in these times.” 

This is exciting stuff!  The award came to us this month as the result of a request 
submitted by Fr. Dennis and is the maximum allowed under the program.  It is a great 
compliment to all of those who have given and continue to give their time, treasure 
and talent to our flagship outreach action. 

We provide breakfast to as many as 70 persons each Saturday and have topped 100 
several times.  Tuesday lunches continue as high as 50 guests, and our Operation 
Nightwatch sandwich program is equally in full demand. Volunteers to prep, cook, 
and serve are always needed and welcome.  The easiest way to get started is to simply 
show up at the church kitchen just before mealtime on the day you want to serve. 

In the meantime, congratulations to everyone whose work has made this award 
possible.  You make us proud. 

Mic Fleming 
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Advance single tickets are $10 for each event.  Refreshments will be served 
after each program. 
 
Sunday, September 27, 3 PM – Antonio Centurión 
Meet the artist at a reception following the concert. 

Sunday, December 20, 3 PM – St Stephen’s Parish Choir 
St Stephen’s Parish Choir will perform seasonal works by Praetorius, Hassler, 
Victoria, William Billings, and Herbert Howells. 
The audience will be invited to join the choir to sing favorite carols. 

Sunday, April 18, 3 pm – Organ Extravaganza 
Local organists with connections to St Stephen’s - Rob Stoltz and Joe O’Donnell - will 
perform on the lively Gress-Miles organ. 

For more information, go to www.stst.org, e-mail music@stst.org, or 
call 503-227-5783. 
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St Stephen’s Music News 
 
Welcome back choir!  After a long summer break, the choir will re-convene for their 
first rehearsal on Wednesday, September 9th at 7:30 pm.  The choir will sing during 
the 10:00 AM service on September 13. 

During the fall, the choir will sing the greatest liturgical hits of the 16th to the 20th 
centuries by Handel, Mozart, Scarlatti, Christopher Tye, John Rutter, and others. 
All are invited to come to choir rehearsal and sing. 

No experience is necessary.  Come join the fun! 
 
 

���� Online with St. Stephen’s 
Here are some ways you can stay connected with St. Stephen's electronically during 
the week: 

– Weblog where Fr. Dennis' sermons can be viewed 
http://revdennisj.blogspot.com 

– Get the daily lectionary readings and other short messages from St Stephen’s 
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/ststephensPDX).  

– Get the latest news, links and pictures from St. Stephen’s, plan activities, and 
send messages to your friends at St. Stephen’s on the St. Stephen’s Facebook 
group (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=76885117904). 

– See the choir schedule at http://www.stst.org/choir.html 
 
What would you like to see on the St Stephen's Website?  Let Matt Smith know at 
music@stst.org. 
The choir always welcomes new members.  No experience necessary. For more 
information, please speak with Matt Smith after church or call 503-593-7006. 
 
 

Birthdays in September 
Chidi Egbukishi 
Kelly Laslie 

September 9 
September 15 

Bob Burrow 
Sam Stott 

September 17 
September 27 

If we have omitted your name, please send your name and birthday to the 
church office.  Errors should also be reported. 
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The Diocese of Oregon Calls a New Bishop 
On August 6, 2009, Sharon Rodgers, President of the Standing Committee, announced the 
slate of nominees submitted by the Search Committee for election as the Tenth Bishop of 
Oregon. The nominees, in alphabetical order, are: 
 
Michael Joseph Hanley 
Rector, St. Christopher Episcopal Church, Roseville, Minnesota 
Michael was born in 1954 and grew up in Oklahoma and in New York City. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Oklahoma in 1976 and a M.Div. from Seabury-
Western Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, in 1981. He also holds a D.Min. in 
Congregational Development from Seabury-Western (2005). Michael has served parishes 
in Oklahoma, Missouri, and, for the past nineteen years, Minnesota. In the Diocese of 
Minnesota he has served in a variety of elected and appointed leadership positions and is 
currently a trustee of Seabury-Western. He is known as a supportive mentor to people of 
all ages and stages of life, with a deep spiritual center. In a recent sabbatical he completed 
the 500-mile walking pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostella, Spain, with his daughter. In 
his spare time he has been a storyteller, performing for schools, churches, and other civic 
groups. He is married to Marla Martin Hanley, an associate academic dean at St. 
Catherine University in the Twin Cities. Michael and Marla are the proud parents of two 
adult daughters. About our search process Michael wrote: 
I am excited by the challenges and joys of walking collaboratively with you and 
pioneering news ways of being a bishop. I believe the Anglican Communion is in need of 
such leadership. The values you claim—tolerance, diversity, independence, love  
of Mother Earth and a commitment to social justice—I find wonderfully refreshing. 
 
Andrew Jeffrey MacBeth 
Rector, Calvary Church, Memphis, Tennessee 
Andy was born in 1949, and is a 1971 graduate of Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, 
Virginia. He earned his M.Div. from Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass., in 
1975, and since then has served churches in Florida, Ohio, Massachusetts, and Virginia 
Beach, Virginia (where much of his ministry was with military families). He is currently 
rector of a large urban parish in Memphis. Shared ministry, justice, outreach, and growth 
are threads woven throughout his experience. In 2000, he earned a D.Min. from Virginia 
Theological Seminary. He is the author of Dearly Beloved: Navigating your Church 
Wedding. Sabbatical study has taken him to St. George’s College in Jerusalem and to a 
small parish in an Athabascan village on the Yukon in the Diocese of Alaska. He is 
married to Sybil MacBeth, author of Praying in Color: Drawing a New Path to God, and 
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they have two sons, one of whom lives with his wife in Seattle. Here’s what he wrote 
about being part of our search process: 
I am intrigued by Oregon’s desire to forge a new kind of relationship with its bishop. I 
feel called to a ministry of support and encouragement for clergy and lay leaders in 
congregations. My gift is to help people discern and celebrate what God is doing in their 
midst, strengthening their discipleship and encouraging their ministry. 
 
Britt Elaine Olson 
Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of Northern California 
Britt was born in Alaska in 1959, and at the age of seven settled in Oregon with her 
family. She graduated from the University of Oregon in 1981. She earned her M.Div. 
from Church Divinity School of the Pacific in 1996. While in seminary, she also studied at 
Ripon Theological College in Oxford, England. She has served parishes in Oregon (as a 
laywoman at St. Michael and All Angels, Portland, and as Assistant Rector at Christ 
Church, Lake Oswego) and Nevada. In 2006 she began her current ministry as Canon to 
the Ordinary in Northern California; before that she was Canon for Evangelism and 
Congregational Development in the Diocese of El Camino Real. She is married to Bryon 
Hansen, who is a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in Auburn, 
California. Britt has travelled extensively, and led pilgrimages to England. Throughout her 
professional life in the church she has stayed active in community organizations outside 
the church. She is enjoys hiking, snowshoeing, sailing, and the great outdoors. She writes 
about her participation in our process: 
Oregon is my heart’s home. I believe that the diocese is poised for a new, vibrant and 
hope-filled future and I would be honored to be part of that Spirit-led development. 
Certainly my experience has prepared me for this vocation, but more importantly, my 
heart sings when I read the profile and consider what may be possible if I am called to 
serve with you as your Bishop. 
 
A Prayer for a Time of Transition 
Almighty God, we pray that the power of Christ’s love may be present in our lives as we, 
the people of the Episcopal Diocese of Oregon, enter a time of prayerful discernment and 
transition to new leadership. May the Holy Spirit illumine the hearts and minds of those 
who have the responsibility to lead us as we prepare to build on the vision that is before 
us. Let not the prospect of change be an occasion for fear and confusion, but rather a time 
to build trust and increase understanding that Christ’s love may be made known between 
us and among us that your will may be done. Amen ~The Rev. Alcena Boozer, rector, 
St. Philip the Deacon, Portland and former member of the Standing Committee 
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A good man and some holy ones 
J.M.Coetzee is a good man. He is an intellectual, a product of what he calls the 

“bastard culture of Afrikaans”, the South African speakers of an archaic language that 
has suffered from almost four centuries of separation from its original Dutch. Now in 
the New York Review of Books this Afrikaner good man confronts his own personal 
history and that of all of us today. 

“ If Jesus had stooped to play politics,” Coetzee says, “he might have become a 
key man in Roman Judea, a big operator. It was because he was indifferent to politics, 
and made his indifference clear, that he was liquidated. How to live one’s life outside 
politics, and one’s death too: that was the example he set for his followers.”  
But then Coetzee remembers that he is a skeptical intellectual, conscious that his 
South African compatriots describe apartheid as a defense of “white Christian 
civilization” and he breaks off, by addressing himself in the third person:  “Odd to find 
himself contemplating Jesus as a guide. But where should he find a better one?”  

“Caution: avoid pushing his interest in Jesus too far and turning this into a 
conversion narrative.”  Christians are free from this concern. However skeptical their 
faith may be, they are not bothered by being seen as converted. 

But was Jesus “outside politics”?  To answer we have to think of what his 
sacrifice upon the cross meant.  We know that Jesus was against the dominating 
systems of his time. He opposed himself to the domination system of the Roman 
Empire. He opposed himself to the domination system of the Temple hierarchy. He 
was opposed to the self righteous domination of the scribes and Pharisees. But for 
Jesus, it was love that toppled domination. His self-sacrifice demonstrated how far he 
would go to bring about the Kingdom of God. His action was a non-violent one, 
proceeding out of love. But it was in opposition to the domination system.   So it was a 
political statement. We, as Jesus people, have to model ourselves on that. It isn’t easy 
to do politics lovingly, non-violently. 

I think of Coetzee’s countryman, Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Both Tutu and 
Coetzee have been awarded Nobel Prizes, Tutu for peace-making and Coetzee for 
literature. I have read Coetzee’s Nobel address. It is a depressed allegory of Robinson 
Crusoe as the embittered colonialist thinking of how he has spoiled his tropical island 
and degraded its native, his man Friday.  

I haven’t read Tutu’s Nobel speech but I heard him a month or two ago when 
he spoke here at the University of Portland. He was speaking at a time when he could 
easily, like Coetzee, have been bitter and depressed. His own country has developed a 
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leadership whose policies he cannot help but doubt. He was talking here in America to 
a people whose government in the Reagan era supported the South African apartheid 
leaders when most of the rest of the world was turning against them. 

But actually Desmond Tutu gave an upbeat talk. He joked, he played up to us. 
He had the audience laughing and loving him. Anyone who has heard Tutu knows that 
he is a very loveable man. And yet he showed that he knew us in our frailties. He 
recalled our bossiness in the world, our toleration of the tremendous disparities that 
exist between the rich nations and the poor ones like most of his African neighbors. 
And yet he nudged us confidentially. “You can change,” he said. “Just look what’s 
happened to your White House”. Chastened, we loved it.  

Desmond Tutu is a holy man. You can’t help but recognize it. And he is a 
prime example of Christian love and joy. He is like that other contemporary holy man, 
the Dalai Lama, full of compassion and laughter. Of course the two have recognized 
each other in peace and joy. We can thank God we have them playing politics in our 
days, showing us how to live with truth and reconciliation. 
 

John Marks. 
 
 
 
 

Zookeepers Corner 
Senior Safari Day at the Zoo 
15 September  9AM-3PM 
Free admission and train rides for those over 65 plus one companion each, with 
refreshments, music, animal talks, etc. 
Zoo Member Appreciation Weekend 
11-13 September 9AM-4PM 
Free thank-you gifts for zoo members, and first viewing of our new Predators of the 
Serengeti. 
Quotes 
"Don't sweat the petty things and don't pet the sweaty things." (Melissa) 
"The most important thing you can do in your life, is to realize that everything you do 
matters." (Jane Goodall) 

Melissa Arnold 
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TOUR THE GROTTO on Saturday, September 12 
Located at NE 85th and Sandy Blvd.  Meet at 10:00 am at the Grotto sign by the 
parking lot.  Elevator tokens are $3.50 each.  $2.50 for Seniors (65+) and Children 6-
11.  Under 6 are free.  This is a beautiful place and a major tourist attraction. 

Kathleen Barless   



 
The Sentinel – September 2009  www.stst.org 12

Parish Leadership 
 
The Rev. Dennis j. Parker, Priest-in-Charge 
 revdennisj@comcast.net 
The Rev. Ken Arnold, Deacon 

ken@ken-arnold.com 
The Rev. G. Palmer Pardington, III, PhD., 
Assisting Clergy, BOC Chair 
 gpardington@mindspring.com 
The Rev. Dale Carr, Assisting Clergy 
 revdalecarr@comcast.net 
The Rev. William North, Assisting Clergy 
 revbillnorth@comcast.net 
Matt Smith , Director of Music 
 msmith215@gmail.com 
Sue Rossiter, Treasurer 
 susanrossiter@yahoo.com 
Kathleen Barless, Assisting Treasurer 
 kbarless@appleisp.net 
Stephen Snyder, Verger & Parish Administrator 
 paradmin@aracnet.com 

The Vestry 
 
Senior Warden Mic Fleming 
Junior Warden Fran Angiulo 
Molly Bartlett 
Sabin Belknap 
Sam Ganczaruk 
Darragh Lalich 
Robert Tayler 
Barbara Wrench 
Mike Zula 
 
 

 
 
Parish Calendar: events to be added to the Parish Calendar should be sent to the 
church office before the deadline shown below. 
 
 

The St. Stephen's photo album is finally on display at coffee hour thanks to the 
competence and artistry of Joyce Lew. During the week it will stay in the library. Any 
contributions, especially from early days, would be welcome. Contact Darragh Lalich. 
 
 
The Sentinel: please send news and information for the next Sentinel to 
EditorStSt@gmail.com by the third week of the month. 
The deadline for the October Sentinel will be Tuesday, September 22nd. 


