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WILL SUMMER EVER COME?

| remember as if it were yesterday those long,,lapy and humid days of summer on
the Eastern seaboard. My mom would pile nine miofeus into the station wagon
with our towels and inner tubes to go up to a le@@mming hole in an effort to beat
the heat. Beginning around Easter, | would stetritual of quizzing every listening
adult with the burning question, “how much longdrsummer starts?” I've been
pondering that same question over the past few sveblen we have been teased with
a day or two of sun and warm before slipping bat& the cool and wet spring of the
Pacific Northwest. Though the weather may notaat# it — summer is almost upon
us; and that means a slowing of the pace of oaslivl his summer issue of the
Sentinel covers events for both July and Augustuaeditor and writers take a much
deserved break from monthly publication deadlin@eme exciting things will be
happening with our communications over the next\eseks; look for an updated and
more user-friendly website, and perhaps a weeldiast to keep us all informed of
the many activities that happen in our faith comityun

On the third Sunday of July (TBat the 10:00 AM service, we will be doing
something different for the Liturgy of the Word.e&con Ken Arnold (who is also a
successfully published playwright) has written apeximental play in the tradition of
Japanese Noh theatre titled The Gard&he play received its first staged reading at
the beginning of June here at St. Stephen’s. We Hacided to repeat that staging as
part of our Sunday liturgy. This is a way to reaci of our standard way of praying
and offer folks who might not otherwise enter oaois a chance to be among us in
Word and Worship. The play tells the story of M&tsigdalene’s encounter with the
risen Christ in the garden on Easter morning, arithsed on the author of John’s
Gospel account of that event. Our Choir will raton that Sunday to recreate their
roles — and yours truly has a turn at comic rehiahe role of the gardener. Please



join us as we listen to gospel and partake of Comamuwith friends and neighbors
who might not otherwise be a part of our worshiptoghmunity.

We are trying many different ways of communicatihg good news of God in Christ
here at St. Stephen’s. Sometimes those ways acessful and sometimes not so
much. Our “Sacred Grounds” gathering that was begubecember was not
attracting a very large following, and it did neach the people that we hoped it might
attract. As good stewards of our time, talentmedsure, Deacon Ken and | made the
decision to discontinue this service that had beeating on alternating Wednesday
afternoons. For those among us who find greatevisicontemplative and meditative
forms of prayer, we still offer “Begin Within” a neering prayer group that meets
weekly at the home of Kelly Laslie and Mike Zulslore information can be found on
the monthly calendar if you have an interest inijogy this prayer group. We continue
our outreach to the homeless and others who mgghthurch homeless” or simply
curious; with a liturgy that invites all in our iggiborhood to celebrate with
“Communion in the Park”. You will find all the iafmation about this exciting new
service inside the pages of this newsletter. &tagd for where we go next as a
community of faith, trying to reach out beyond oed doors to offer the healing and
hospitality of our beloved Episcopal Church to #ikho long for a spiritual home.

Blessings!
Dennis j.+

SUNDAY SERVICES

Holy Eucharist — Rite Il at 7:45 AM and 10:00AM

Coffee hours are held after both services in otal@neet one another and
to greet newcomers. All birthdays are celebrateti wake and song at
coffee hour on third Sundays of the month.

Between the two Sunday services, please join tiseifParish Hall at 9:00
AM for our Adult Inquiry program.

Journey Koinonia Catholic Communityneets on Sundays at 6:00 PM in
the sanctuary. To contact them go to www.journatpralic.org or call
503-998-0808.
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SUMMERTIME ADULT INQUIRY

July 4: No class. See you at Communion in the Rar
July Topic: Bread!

And [David] dealt among all the people... to everg ancake of bread, and a good
piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine.
--2 Samuel 6:19 (KJV)

Sunday, July 11: Field Trip! Tour Pearl Bakery as guests of Eric Lester, founder
and co-owner with his wife Mary. Eric will lead u3he tour will start at 9:00 AM
and finish promptly at 9:30. The bakery is locaaed" and Couch, one block east of
Powell's Books. Free parking in the lot and ongtreet. Car-pooling will be available
at the church departing at 8:45 and returning ftbenbakery by 9:50. The streetcar
stop is Couch and 0 MAX from PSU stops at'sand Davis; from the east it stops
at 6" and Couch.

Sunday, July 18: Bread in the Bible.Jean and Mic will lead a discussion of the
significance of bread and it's prevalence in thBl&i

Sunday, July 25: The Joy of Bread!For 30 years George Ivan Smith was a bread
sculptor baking everything from delectable dragmngelicious mermaids. You may
even have taken a class from him at Whole Foodday be is an instrumental
influence in the bread ministry of St. Michael & Angels. Watch and learn as he
shows us tricks and tips of bread making in theS&iphen’s kitchen at 9:00 between
the services.

August Topic: Living the Questions 2.0

Join us for a provocative review of this DVD progrdesignedo help people wrestle
with real world questions often avoided by the @humwhich came out of the real
world needs of pastors. Some of you may rememhbhenwe discussed LTQ 1.0 in
April 2009. Now the Diocese has ordered the lgtestluction, and St. Stephen’s is
firstin line to use it. Look for the class datesldopics in upcoming Bulletins.

The Sentinel — July-August 2010 3 www.stst.org




Weekday Activities

Tuesday: Chili lunch (September — May): Bag lunci{June — August)
For information contact: Mary Komac{tiabamk@juno.cojy Stephen Snyder
(shsnyder@worldnet.att.n@dy Joyce Lewjlwlew@hevanet.com).
Wednesday sandwich preparation
For information contact: Mary Komac{tiabamk@juno.cojy and Barbara Hart
Men’s Bible Study 12:00 Noon — 1:00 PM oWwednesdaysn the Library
For information contact: George Neav@lheavoll@comcast.net)
Begin Within: Centering Prayer and Meditation — 3:30 PM onWednesdays
at 4405 SE Rex St., Portland. For more informatiomtact: Mike Zula 503-
772-2095 laslied71@comcast.net
Saturday breakfast
For information contact: Sue Rossitessitersusan@yahoo.com)

Thank offerings made to celebrate Birthdays andiversaries are used
towards defraying the cost of meals provided t@athers on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Saturdays.

The Vestry meets the fourth Tuesday of each manttil® PM in the Parish Hall
(note change of day). Meetings are open to everyon

ECCLESIA MINISTRIES — COMMUNION IN THE PARK
by Deacon Ken

"Common Cathedral" is an outdoor service with thenhless held on Boston
Commons for the past ten years. It is at the redftclesia Ministries, which has
over 300 affiliates around the country buildingggritual community and providing
material support for the homeless. The idea ofrddal version of "Common
Cathedral" started with Deacon Ken, Father DerfRes,. Gary Davis of Operation
Nightwatch, and Rev. Dr. Paul Davis, formerly Asate Minister at First
Congregational Church on South Park Blocks. Paitirate's Chaplain has also lent
her support.

Starting Sunday, July 4, and continuing every Swyridareafter (rain or shine), at
1:30 pm, we will come together to worship with ti@meless and the church-
homeless on South Park Blocks, between Columbiaffson, at the Peace Chant
Statue.
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We have named this event "Communion In The Paggabse it offers spiritual
food for those who hunger for a sense of conne@rhbelonging.

All are invited. Come and support this new spitdit@mmunity and the people
who need it. Share your compassion and solidaritty those struggling on the streets,
and be uplifted by the experience of sharing anmdmaning together.

Father Dennis will be presiding at the first commomnon July 4. Different pastors
from South Park Block Churches will preside on ggpent Sundays, but St.
Stephen's will always be responsible for one Surdanpnth. Please contact Deacon
Ken if you would like to help out.

Distinctive Ecclesia crosses, which you may hawsnseound the necks of
Fr. Dennis and Deacon Ken are worn by memberseoEtitlesia network and will be
given to worshippers at Communion in the Parkyoli would like to purchase one to
support Communion in the Park, they are availatesl5 from Deacon Ken. (The
costto us is $8.)

July-August Men's Bible study: A look at “The Greatest Story Ever
Told”

Go back and report to John what you hear and ske.blind receive sight, the lame
walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the dearf, ltlee dead are raised, and the
good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is #rewino does not fall away on
account of me.

# %! & (
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St. Stephen’s Book Club

Founded by church parishioners, the book club hasmgto include members and
non-members alike who enjoy conversation coverimgde variety of writers,
subjects and genres. Open to anyone who likesatbard talk about books, the club
meets every Thursday morning at 8:00 am at J &G4 at 537 SE Ash on the
corner of SE 8 just a block east of Grand.

The summer book i&od’s Crucible: Islam and the Making of Europe 58.215by
Pulitzer Prize winning author David L. Lewis. R&das today between Islam and the
West are often confusing, especially to Americafs.understand how we got here,
Lewis traces the colorful and important historyfigé formative centuries with
insightful clarity. Particularly interesting isshdescription of Umayyad Spain and al-
Andalus, often taken as some sort of Muslim Cama&lotulticultural tolerance and
intellectual freedom. The book is available at Piderand Amazon by clicking the
button on the church website.

Discussions are casual and sometimes weave infcmatters, current events and
personal news along with general literary convérsat

Everyone is free to drop in, to come and go as fikegse. Even just to “give it a try.”

For further information contact Fr. Palmer or Mikela or just go to the café next
Thursday morning.

St. Stephen’s Food Barrel

The Food Barrel is empty — please help us fill it again. Any and all canned/non
perishable food items would be appreciated. They are usually donated to
William Temple House for distribution to families in need.
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2010 Pride Festival and Parade

"No good thing will God withhold from those
who walk with Integrity.” Psalm 84:11

Many thanks to all who volunteered, helping make

it a fun, and spirited success. They are too many t

mention but you will see some in the photographs
Melissa Arnold

The 2010 Pride Festival and Parade were FABulmgpar new booth fit right in!
St. Stephen's joined with Integrity-Portland tdfséafestival booth this year, to
promote our message of Radical Welcoming. We weledecked out with our St.
Stephen’s banners and flags, rainbow colors, Iittegisual displays, handouts,
stickers, whistles (yes, purple whistles), St. 8&ps-in-Action photos, Ecclesia
pendants, even an awesome, big, gold Cross.

Our entry in the Parade drew a record number #s!\24 of us (including 2 dogs)
marched with Pride carrying banners for St.Steghamd Integrity, amongst many
other faith group members of The Community of Welocay Congregations. It was
wonderful to see so many folks cheering for us glie route especially when we
chanted, "2-4-6-8-Don't Assume Your Priest is §titll' Of course, the show stopper
was Marcos attired in his full Brazilian regaligsaring many photo ops along the
way. Thanks especially to all who participatec&raétttending the 10:00 AM service -
- you are angels!

Also of note, our own Fr. Dennis performed at tisdrétz the night before in "Music
from the Heartland" -- a rousing concert combinting talents of the Portland and
Kansas City Gay Men's Choruses. We're the lucleg do hear him every Sunday!
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An Uncomfortable Epiphany

As | write this, my dog is lying nearby. He is &Scue” dog, a two-time loser who
was turned into the Humane Society by two famibger to being adopted by Mic
and me. We don’t know what he experienced in tlkeat yand a half before us, but
certain smells and sounds really rattle him, givisga glimpse into what may not

have been a happy puppyhood.

What this has to do with Jesus is a bit circuitdug,hang in there. Last week | read
part of an article in thBlew York Times Magaziradout the correlation between
cruelty to animals and criminal behavior. | sagad part of it because, frankly, |
could not read it all. The descriptions were sintply ghastly. | could not bear the
thought of them.

That's when the epiphany happened.

| put aside the magazine and thought, wow, weyeaed Jesus. Now more than ever,
though | suspect you could dial the time machinekli@ any moment in history and
the need would be as acute.

| felt pretty good about this insight, saw it asarker of my evolving faith when the
second part of the epiphany hit. This part didedlfso good.

We do need Jesus — the inclusiveness, the big, hleamvillingness to speak truthfully
with love. And the only way for this Jesus to medkeze is for us to be him right here
and now. Another way to say this is we mexsangelize

Now that's uncomfortable. We’re Episcopalian, welrkttle reticent on matters of
faith, wanting our actions to radiate Christ enesgg pull people in, no words
necessary. | getthat — | really do. My biggesatr f@hen | “became” a Christian in my
forties is that | would have to knock on doors &add out literature, smiling an
unnatural smile — such were my associations withstian outreach.

| don’t have an answer for this question of evaisgel But as a marker of progress on
the spiritual journey, this is the part that is aibimllowing, even to places of
discomfort. That's a fearful prospect. Plenty ofspel passages point to this moment.
For instance, Mark 8:34-35.

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and saithem, ‘If
any want to become my followers, let them deny thelues
and take up their cross and follow me. 35 Foreheko want
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to save their life will lose it, and those who ldkeir life for my
sake, and for the sake of the gospal,save it.

Strong words, and fearful ones.

What is the antidote to fear? | vote for trust faoth. A willingness to step onto the
next stone of the path, even if it is unseen.dttthere is a way to evangelize that does
not involve leaflets. And as a church communitythbia the micro sense of St.
Stephen’s and in the macro sense of the Episctypatie, | trust we can describe and
embody our faith in ways that do radiate and chahgevorld. We have a great story
to tell.

As we continue to ponder St. Stephen’s place itlda and the world, | challenge us
to think about how we can tell our Christian stbojdly. Because we really do need
Jesus, and we are him.

Jean Shields Fleming

A Welcoming Community Since 1863
How welcoming are we at St. Stephen’s? Take theand find out!

1. At coffee hour a newcomer says she is interestégeimeal program. You
say

We already have too many volunteers.

You have to see Sue Rossiter.

That's nice.

Wonderful! Can you be here next Saturday at 8:80& always need

people to help serve and clear.

oo oW

2. During the Prelude, someone unfamiliar sits nextdie. Your response is to:
a. Move 12 inches away.
b. Keep reading your bulletin.
c. Roll your eyes and keep on praying.
d. Smile, introduce yourself and ask if you can heifinwthe service.

3. During the Peace, you see someone you don’t knakv an
a. Give them the full contact bear hug.
b. Smile and move on.
c. Ignore them. No need to scare ‘em.
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d. Introduce yourself and say, “Welcome to St. Stefshda this your
first visit?”

4. As a greeter, you welcome someone new and say:
a. Here’'s a bulletin.
b. There’s a place down front. See it? Just therthemight. Don’t
worry; no one else will be sitting there.
c. Nice day, isn’tit?
d. We’'d love it if you would sign our visitor's bool.et me help you
with it.

5. Again at coffee hour, you see someone you don'tkn§o you:
a. Ignore them. Let’s not embarrass anyone.
b. Smile at them.
c. Go back for the last maple bar before the new pespots it.
d. Hold out your hand, introduce yourself, and shoantthow to get
coffee.

Give yourself 10 points for each correct respokk®v did you score?
50 points? That's terrific! Now go live your answe

Alleluial

Online with St. Stephen’s

Here are some ways you can stay connected witht&bhen's electronically during
the week:
— Weblog where Fr. Dennis' sermons can be viewed
http://revdennisj.blogspot.com
— Get the daily lectionary readings and other sh@ssages from St Stephen’s
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/ststephensPDX
— Get the latest news, links and pictures from StpBén’s, plan activities, and
send messages to your friends at St. Stephentse@t.tStephen’s Facebook
group (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=76885117904
See the choir scheduletdtp://www.stst.org/choir.html
What would you like to see on the St Stephen's iehd_et Matt Smith know at
music@stst.org
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Birthdays in July & August

Palmer Pardington July 12 George Neavoll August 20
Elsie Lucas July 20 Barbara Hart August 22
Joanne Neavoll August 16 Mic Fleming August 25
Dick Emlaw August 19 Fran Angiulo August 30

If we have omitted your name, please send your raardéirthday to the
church office. Errors should also be reported.

St Stephen's is an Amazon and Powell's Book Partner

Purchase books and other products from www.amazon.com and www.powells.com
and St Stephen's will receive up to 7.5% in commissions when you use the links on
the St Stephen's Website (www.stst.org).

If you prefer to shop in the Powell's store, provide associate ID 34899 to ensure that
part of the purchase price is donated back to St Stephen's.

A wonderful way to remember or honor
a loved one is to provide flowers for the
Altar and/or Chapel on Sunday, which
are then taken to homebound or sick
parishioners during the week.

The requested donation is $40 for the High Altat $80 for the Chapel
Altar. Flower memorial forms are on the Bulletind3d outside the
Kitchen (place in offering basin or mail to the BRrOffice). Memorials
for a given day must be received at least one weaklvance.
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Parish Leadership The Vestry

The Rev. Dennis j. Parker Priest-in- Senior WardenMic Fleming (2011)
Charge Junior Wardeniee Kilbourn
revdennisj@comcast.net (2013)
The Rev. Ken Arnold, Deacon
ken@ken-arnold.com Class of 2011
The Rev. G. Palmer Pardington, III, PhD Molly Bartlett
(leave of absence)

Darragh Lalich

BOC Char Class of 2012
gpardington@mindspring.com

The Rev. Dale Carr, Assisting Clergy miréyzlilrglaw
revdalecarr@comecast.net

The Rev. William North, Assisting Clergy | ¢1ass of 2013
revbillnorth@comcast.net David Henderson

Matt Smith, Director of Music Choi Marquardt

msmith215@gmail.com

Drew Sadowsky,Treasurer
drew_sadowsky8@yahoo.com

Kathleen Barless AssistingTreasurer
kbarless@appleisp.net

Stephen SnyderVerger
shsnyder@worldnet.att.net

Please send news and information fére Sentineko EditorStSt@gmail.corby the
third week of the month. The deadline for &eptember Sentinelill be Saturday,
August 21st. Itis not necessary to wait unigitjpefore the deadline, submissions are
gratefully received at any time.

Parish Calendar events to be added to the Parish Calendar showddrido the
church office by Saturday, August 21st.

The St. Stephen's photo albunis on display at coffee hour. During the week i
is kept in the library. Any contributions, espelidrom early days, would be
welcome. Contact Darragh Lalich in person or byietoghe church with “attention:
Darragh Lalich for Photo Album” in the subject line
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