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LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS AS OURSELVES 

 
  We are witnesses to God’s call to “love one another as I have loved you.”  
That is a huge part of what we do in our downtown community of faith: we witness.  
That witness can come in many forms and actions.  It is demonstrated when we gather 
together in worship on Sunday, or even when we gather at the Cello Coffee Café every 
other Wednesday to pray for each other and offer an opportunity for folks to spend an 
hour or so of their busy lives in quiet meditation and prayer.  Our witness is evident in 
the work we do as a community in feeding the hungry and homeless that surround us 
in greater and greater numbers as the economic crisis of our nation stretches deeper 
into the fabric of our society.  Our witness is just as evident in the way that we open 
the doors of our church building to the 12 Step programs; to the all-volunteer Re-
Evaluation Counseling group and to the Portland Chapter of Integrity.  Our witness is 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the “good news” that ALL are welcome in this place 
and have been since 1863. 
 
 I have been thinking a lot over these past few weeks about “witness” and what 
that means for our parish, our Church and our nation.  We continue to be challenged 
by the forces of negativity and fear that often drive our political and social discourse.  
The recent passage of legislation in the State of Arizona around immigration and 
border crossing from the nation of Mexico have ratcheted emotions to a fever pitch 
and many innocent individuals; both citizens of this country and “illegal” immigrants 
are caught in the cross fire.  A brave second-grader in the state of Maryland summons 
up the courage to ask difficult questions of the First Lady of our nation and serves as a 
witness to the fear and uncertainty that her family must endure every day because they 
lack proper “papers”.  The Church has historically served as a sanctuary for those who 
flee persecution in their native lands, and that too is a witness to the greatest  
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commandments that Jesus left us, to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul and with all your mind”, and to “love your neighbor as yourself”. 
The tricky part of that 2nd commandment, for me, has always been to love my 
neighbor as myself when I am often aware that my neighbor does not love me; and in 
some instances may wish me harm. 
   
 This call to witness to the love of Christ in everyone we meet is never easy 
stuff – we often want to choose who we get to invite into our Church and who we get 
to politely ignore or judge unworthy of God’s unconditional love.  It is a struggle that 
has hounded us since the earliest years of our formation when the new band of 
believers led by the Apostle Peter had to decide if those heathen gentiles were going to 
be able to eat of the Lord’s Supper.  May we have the courage and insight to continue 
the ever-expanding witness of our faith community as we seek to live out our 
baptismal promise to serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves! 

 
Blessings! 
Dennis j.+ 

 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Holy Eucharist – Rite II at 7:45 AM and 10:00AM 

Coffee hours are held after both services in order to meet one another and 
to greet newcomers. All birthdays are celebrated with cake and song at 
coffee hour on third Sundays of the month. 
Between the two Sunday services, please join us in the Parish Hall at 9:00 
AM for our Adult Inquiry program. 

Journey Koinonia Catholic Community meets on Sundays at 6:00 PM in 
the sanctuary.  To contact them go to www.journey-catholic.org or call 
503-998-0808. 
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June Adult Inquiry:  The Wounded Healer 
 
Please join us in June for a reading of Henri J.M. Nouwen’s The Wounded Healer led 
by Fr. Dennis on Sundays between the services. This is the primary book 
recommended by Bishop Michael during his “First Hundred Days Visit” last month in 
response to our identification of St. Stephen’s as a place of healing.  

Nouwen posits that contemporary humanity living in a dislocated world of fragmented 
ideology and often rootless community has difficulty relating to traditional church 
ministry.  He suggests that today concepts of Heaven and Hell, Resurrection and the 
Hereafter have lost resonance for many especially when preached from a position of 
professional, hierarchical superiority.  He proposes a new kind of ministry in which 
we look to accept in our own hearts our own loneliness, suffering and wounds as the 
starting point for humble relationship with those with whom we would minister.  
Spiritual liberation begins with a recognition of our own pain and the ability to 
articulate our individual experiences of what we have “seen, heard and touched.”    

Hospitality then becomes offering “a space where guests may feel free to come and 
go, to be close and distant, to rest and to pray, to talk and to be silent to eat and to 
fast.”  Seemingly paradoxical, it means the creation of an empty space where the guest 
can find their own soul. As ministers, it means opening ourselves as human beings 
with commonality with those whom we would serve.  

The Wounded Healer can be ordered through the St. Stephen’s portal to Amazon and 
Powell’s on our website for prices starting at $7.00.  A small number will be available 
at the first class in June. Most of the book can be read online (for free) at Google 
Books.  

Classes meet at 9:00 AM in the Parish Hall between the services following the early 
coffee hour.   

 
 
 

July/August Sentinel 
Please note that there will be a combined edition of The Sentinel for July and August.  
All contributions for both months should be submitted by the deadline of Saturday, 
June 19. 
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Weekday Activities 
Tuesday: Chili lunch (September – May):  Bag lunch (June – August) 

For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), Stephen Snyder 
(shsnyder@worldnet.att.net) or Joyce Lew (jlwlew@hevanet.com). 

Wednesday sandwich preparation 
For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), and Barbara Hart 

Men’s Bible Study 12:00 Noon – 1:00 PM on Wednesdays in the Library 
 For information contact: George Neavoll (gneavoll@comcast.net) 
Begin Within: Centering Prayer and Meditation – 3:30 PM on Wednesdays 

at 4405 SE Rex St., Portland. For more information contact: Mike Zula 503-
772-2095 (laslie471@comcast.net)  

Saturday breakfast 
 For information contact: Sue Rossiter (rossitersusan@yahoo.com) 

Thank offerings made to celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries are used 
towards defraying the cost of meals provided to all comers on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

 
The Vestry meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:15 PM in the Parish Hall  
(note change of day).  Meetings are open to everyone.  
 
 

St. Stephen’s Food Barrel 

The Food Barrel is empty – please help us fill it again. Any and all canned/non 
perishable food items would be appreciated.  They are usually donated to 
William Temple House for distribution to families in need. 
 

Birthdays in June 

Tom Gale 
Becky Short 
Perky Kilbourn 

June 10 
June 12 
June 15 

 
If we have omitted your name, please send your name and birthday to the 
church office.  Errors should also be reported. 
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June Men's Bible Study: A look at the Gospels, beginning with 
Matthew  
 
Jesus was an oral teacher, as one Bible scholar has noted. He wrote nothing. Nor did 
his companions and contemporaries record their thoughts or tell their own stories 
about him. We rely, then, on Gospel stories reflecting the perspectives of second and 
third parties. All were composed in the latter half of the 1st century. This was long 
after the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth. 

The men's Bible study group has taken on the challenge of trying to discern not only 
what our Lord said and taught. More importantly, perhaps, it wants to explore what the 
Gospel stories and lessons mean for us today.  

The men will take turns leading the discussions, four chapters at a time, starting with 
Matthew. 

The month begins with a study of the Beatitudes and Jesus' "Sermon on the Mount" in 
Matthew 5. It concludes with Jesus' Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem" in Matthew 21. 
(The Gospel study began last month with a discussion of the first four chapters of 
Matthew.) 

Study questions in the Serendipity Bible (New International Version) will guide the 
sessions. Other sources will be consulted, however, in an attempt to get as full a 
picture of the four Gospels and the Gospel writers as possible. 

Subsequent weeks and months will explore the life and, ultimately, the death of Jesus 
as portrayed in the other Gospels. The authors of Mark, Luke and John will add their 
own perspectives on the Gospels' meaning to all who would follow Jesus the Christ. 

Sessions begin at 12 noon every Wednesday in the church library. They conclude, 
after "special concerns," promptly at 1 PM.  

 
 

CELEBRATION 
We were married at Trinity Episcopal Church (now Cathedral) on June 11, 1961.  This 
means that on Sunday, June 13, 2010, we will have completed two days of our 50th 
year of marriage.  Please help us celebrate. 

Lee and Perky Kilbourn 
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Bishop Michael visited us on May 6, 
touring the church and its buildings, 
attending a brief service, talking 
about his vision for the diocese and, 
during a question and answer period 
showing clearly that he understood 
the issues facing St. Stephen’s.  

Thanks to all who attended and 
helped to make this a memorable 
day. Marcos and his team of 
helpers worked long and hard to 
produce a feast for us which 
helped make the day even more 
special.  

 
 

 
 
 

St Stephen's is an Amazon and Powell's Book Partner  

Purchase books and other products from www.amazon.com and www.powells.com 
and St Stephen's will receive up to 7.5% in commissions when you use the links on 
the St Stephen's Website (www.stst.org). 
 
If you prefer to shop in the Powell's store, provide associate ID 34899 to ensure that 
part of the purchase price is donated back to St Stephen's. 
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Reclaiming the “South 40” 
A month ago, a Sunday morning visitor to St. Stephen’s asked if there was 
landscaping work available. From that question emerged a project to landscape what 
our Senior Warden refers to as the “South 40”, the southeast corner of the grounds. 
Today, the first plants are in place with more to come. 

Jeramie Hurt posed the question to which I responded. We agreed that he would 
develop a plan while that tenacious clump of ivy was removed. After three mornings’ 
work, all the ivy we could grab was dug out. By my estimate, we moved a good two 
cubic yards of earth to a depth of 16” in spots. In that time the Vestry was introduced 
to, and gave approval for, the plantings, and with a grateful acknowledgement. 

With the assistance of Lee Kilbourn, the maple tree at curbside was pruned to increase 
visibility of the St. Stephen’s sign, and to increase the sun exposure to the planting 
site. Needed downspout repairs were made in three neighboring locations, and a 
portion of the south wall was repainted covering the graffiti. (It happens.)  The Grace 
Bible community lent a hand with offerings of bluebells, with transplants to come. 

On Saturday, May 8, assisted by Tom Bartlett, plants were purchased and transported 
to the site. By noon, the loveliest Confusa Florida Rubra (Dogwood) stood on the flat 
with sword ferns and shrubs on the slope. In the days to come, additional plants will 
be on the flat with groundcover added to the slope. 

At three weeks into the project Jeramie commented that he was surprised at the 
response he received to his initial inquiry.  I reminded him that he was approaching a 
welcoming community that embraces all. Indeed, not only a garden sprang from that 
Sunday morning conversation; hope as well was sowed. 
 
John Lafrentz 
 

  

 
 
Thank you, 
Jeramie 
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St. Baldrick’s Foundation – Shaving the 
way to Conquer Kids’ Cancer 

I would like to thank everyone who donated to St. Baldrick's. My goal was to 
raise $400.00 but with your generous donations I've raised $745.00. I'm still 
working on getting more, it's never to late to donate.  
 
It is not too late to donate to this wonderful cause. You can do this by going to 
the website at www.StBaldricks.org, by phone at (888) 889-Bald, or by giving 
me a check or cash.  

Thank you, 
Choi Marquardt 
 

 
 
Marie Devlin 
is enjoying herself doing the work  
she loves to do - helping others. 

 
Did you know that she has received several awards?  In 1992 she received the 
Volunteer Award from RSVP, the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program.  More 
recently, in 2002 she received the Senior Role Model Award from OASIS and in 2010 
she received an award from Legacy for volunteering 5000 hours.  She received the 
lifetime President’s Volunteer Service Award “President’s Call to Service Award” 
from the White House with a pin and certificate signed by Barack Obama.  

Perky Kilbourn 
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Become an Angel to the Choir 
 
Music is a rich, essential part of our liturgical tradition, and a major draw for 
many here at St. Stephen’s. It’s easy to see why when you hear the wonderful 
performances we enjoyed for Easter, or come to the diverse concert series.  
 
But today our music program is in danger. With the current budget restraints, 
we will shortly have fewer resources to provide the full musical program we 
enjoy today. The shortfall is $3,000 for the remainder of the year. 

 
You Can Help – Here’s How 

 
Soon you’ll receive in the mail an invitation to join the newly formed St. 
Stephen’s Friends of Music Society. This is your chance to “become an angel” 
to help us continue to make a joyful noise, and build an even brighter future. 
Contributions will go toward supporting our section leader singers, keeping our 
magnificent organ and pianos tuned, and increasing the depth of our musical 
library.  
 
Look for the letter in the next few weeks – and accept the clarion call to keep 
the music playing at St. Stephen’s. 
 

 
 
 

Thanks to: 
 

Barbara Wrench, who has found it necessary to retire from the Vestry which she 
served so ably.  She will be missed. 
 
Drew Sadowsky, who has just produced quarterly pledge statements.  This will help 
all of us keep track of our commitments to St. Stephen’s. 
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The Word of God 
 

In the beginning was the word 
And the Word was with God, 
And the Word was God. 

John 1:1 
 
I like to think of Scripture as the Word of God. 
 
That doesn’t mean that I have to think God personally wrote the Bible we now have. 
Scholars tell us it was written by all kinds of people from vengeful.tribalists to scribes 
and priests, prophets and philosophers, missionaries and Hellenists, Jews and Jew-
haters, all kinds of people who were trying to capture the spiritual intellect of their 
God or at least of their experience of God. It is a rational experience and yet 
something beyond reason rooted in our spiritual hunger. As the Gospel of John tells 
us, the Word is something very close if not identical with the nature of God. That 
makes Scripture a record of humankind’s encounter with the Divine cosmic intellect. 
 
The startling fact about humankind is our possession of the Word, the gift of speech 
which allows us to have concepts, to think, to have rationality. Evolution has produced 
other intelligent creations; elephants and dolphins have a kind of intelligence, they 
seem to communicate among themselves but they don’t have the divine Word, the 
cosmic intellect. Humankind alone has the gift or speech and the hunger for the divine 
Intellect that seems to go with it. 
 
It’s not just that we yearn after God but it seems that God yearns after us, seeking a 
worthy companion in the task of creation. Or is this just a feeble wish of humankind? 
It’s hard to tell. God might be impressed with the intelligences of elephants and 
dolphins. For all we know perhaps God has hopes for microbes and viruses they are 
the most widespread and diverse living things. Or God may have experiments going 
with other kinds of life somewhere in the far-flung cosmos. We can’t presume that we 
are the unique hope of God’s favor. Humility is in order. 
 
John Marks 
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�  Online with St. Stephen’s 
Here are some ways you can stay connected with St. Stephen's electronically during 
the week: 

– Weblog where Fr. Dennis' sermons can be viewed 
http://revdennisj.blogspot.com 

– Get the daily lectionary readings and other short messages from St Stephen’s 
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/ststephensPDX).  

– Get the latest news, links and pictures from St. Stephen’s, plan activities, and 
send messages to your friends at St. Stephen’s on the St. Stephen’s Facebook 
group (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=76885117904). 

– See the choir schedule at http://www.stst.org/choir.html 
What would you like to see on the St Stephen's Website?  Let Matt Smith know at 
music@stst.org. 
 
 

�  St Stephen’s Music News �  
 
The choir always welcomes new members.  No experience necessary. For more 
information, please speak with Matt Smith after church or call 503-593-7006. 
Come join the fun!  To see what we are singing, please check the website 
www.stst.org . 
 
 

 

A wonderful way to remember or honor 
a loved one is to provide flowers for the 
Altar and/or Chapel on Sunday, which 
are then taken to homebound or sick 
parishioners during the week. 

The requested donation is $40 for the High Altar and $20 for the Chapel 
Altar. Flower memorial forms are on the Bulletin Board outside the 
Kitchen (place in offering basin or mail to the Parish Office). Memorials 
for a given day must be received at least one week in advance. 
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Parish Leadership 
 
The Rev. Dennis j. Parker, Priest-in-
Charge 
 revdennisj@comcast.net 
The Rev. Ken Arnold, Deacon 

ken@ken-arnold.com 
The Rev. G. Palmer Pardington, III, PhD., 
(leave of absence) 

BOC Chair gpardington@mindspring.com 
The Rev. Dale Carr, Assisting Clergy 
 revdalecarr@comcast.net 
The Rev. William North, Assisting Clergy 
 revbillnorth@comcast.net 
Matt Smith , Director of Music 
 msmith215@gmail.com 
Drew Sadowsky, Treasurer 
 drew_sadowsky8@yahoo.com 
Kathleen Barless, Assisting Treasurer 
 kbarless@appleisp.net 
Stephen Snyder, Verger  

shsnyder@worldnet.att.net 

The Vestry 
 
Senior Warden: Mic Fleming (2011) 
Junior Warden: Lee Kilbourn 
(2013) 
 
Class of 2011: 

Molly Bartlett 
Darragh Lalich  

Class of 2012: 
Merry Emlaw 
Mike Zula  

Class of 2013: 
David Henderson 
Choi Marquardt  

 

 
 
Please send news and information for The Sentinel to EditorStSt@gmail.com by the 
third week of the month. The deadline for the July/August Sentinel will be Saturday, 
June 19th.    It is not necessary to wait until just before the deadline, submissions are 
gratefully received at any time. 
 
Parish Calendar: events to be added to the Parish Calendar should be sent to the 
church office by Saturday, June 19th. 
 

The St. Stephen's photo album is on display at coffee hour. During the week it 
is kept in the library. Any contributions, especially from early days, would be 
welcome. Contact Darragh Lalich. 


