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BLOWING TOWARD PENTECOST 

 
 We have entered the joyous season of Eastertide and stood in the garden with 
Mary of Magdela as she witnessed the risen Christ greet her with words of hope and 
promise, “Go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God’”.  In this midst of the post resurrection stories and 
the encounters that the disciples had with their risen savior, Jesus points their lives 
toward the work that awaits them and promises to send an advocate, a helper who will 
fill them with purpose and power to fulfill the mission of the Gospel.  That advocate, 
who we refer to as the Holy Spirit, will be among the frightened and confused band of 
believers and empower them with the courage and ability to change the face of the 
known world.  It is that same Holy Spirit who remains with us to this day and infuses 
the Church with guidance and grace enabling us to continue to carry the message into 
a world desperate for good news in troubled times.  This is our calling and our part in 
the long struggle toward the bringing about of the Kindom of God among us.  How we 
live out that calling, with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit in the community at 
St. Stephen’s, is witness to our faith and future as disciples of the risen Christ. 

 We have identified ourselves as a place of healing and hospitality to the 
neighborhood in which we find our sisters and brothers seeking a deeper relationship 
with God and each other.  We have been searching for ways to connect with those in 
our city that are looking for the respite and renewal of Christian community regardless 
of the circumstances in their lives by which others might define them.  We wish to 
offer the hope and promise of the message of Christ to any and all comers wherever 
they find themselves in their journey of faith.  This is the message of the Church 
guided by the Holy Spirit to be a place of sanctuary and refuge to all who seek a 
deeper relationship with God.  We are proud to be partners in our city with cyclists  
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and walkers, with commuters and car drivers, with families and children, with seniors 
and singles – in other words with ALL of God’s children who seek a deeper 
relationship with God in community. 

We will celebrate the uniqueness of our parish family with our new Bishop, 
Michael Hanley on Thursday, May 6th at Noon with a service of noonday prayer in the 
Church and then a tea reception in the Parish Hall to meet with +Michael and help him 
discover what a wonderful place of help and healing we are in the downtown of 
Portland.  Please make plans to be with us and help in any way you can to make this 
visit a joy filled and fabulous celebration! 

 
Blessings! 
Dennis j.+ 
 

 
  

 

 
Bishop Michael’s First 100 Days Visit with St. Step hen’s 

 
Bishop Michael will be gathering with us as community on Thursday, May 6th from 
12:00 Noon till 2:00 PM.  The Bishop has planned gatherings with each of the 
Parishes and Missions of the Diocese in order to become better acquainted with the 
work that we do and to get an opportunity to know him a bit better.  We are thrilled to 
welcome Bishop Michael and are actively planning our time together.  Please contact 
Fr. Dennis or Mic Fleming if you would like to add your voice to our planning team!  
The visit will have a threefold format:  1. A tour;  2. A meal; and  3. A conversation.  
We have decided to do a “Tea” for the meal and Marcos Domingues and Sue Rossiter 
are coordinating that piece.  Folks from the Vestry are planning the tour (just what 
would we like +Michael to know about and see in our community).  The conversation 
will be very informal and truly a chance to share our hopes, dreams and visions with 
our new Bishop.  Please plan to be present with us as we demonstrate our true St. 
Stephen’s hospitality and friendly welcome to our shepherd and friend Bishop Michael 
Hanley. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

Holy Eucharist – Rite II at 7:45 AM and 10:00AM 

Coffee hours are held after both services in order to meet one another and 
to greet newcomers. All birthdays are celebrated with cake and song at 
coffee hour on third Sundays of the month. 
Between the two Sunday services, please join us in the Parish Hall at 9:00 
AM for our Adult Inquiry program. 

Journey Koinonia Catholic Community meets on Sundays at 6:00 PM in 
the sanctuary.  To contact them go to www.journey-catholic.org or call 
503-998-0808. 

 
 
 

May Adult Inquiry:  Acts (Part 1) 
 

From Easter Week through Pentecost our Sunday lessons are drawn from the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles. This fifth and longest book of the New 
Testament describes how Christianity spread from its origins in Judaism and 
emerged in Christian communities among the gentiles of the Roman Empire. 
Join us for the five Sundays of May as we explore in greater depth selections 
from the first half of this important book through the acts of Peter and other 
Apostles. 
  
 May 2:   Introduction and Overview 
 May 9:   The Ascension (Chapter 1) 
 May 16:  Pentecost (Chapter 2) 
 May 23:  Stephen  (Chapters 6 –7) 
 May 30:  Peter (Chapter 9:32-43; 10 –12) 
 
Classes begin at 9:00 AM in the Parish Hall between the services.  Jean and Mic 
Fleming will facilitate.  
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Weekday Activities 
Tuesday: Chili lunch (September – May):  Bag lunch (May – August) 

For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), Stephen Snyder 
(shsnyder@worldnet.att.net) or Joyce Lew (jlwlew@hevanet.com). 

Wednesday sandwich preparation 
For information contact: Mary Komachi (babamk@juno.com), and Barbara Hart 

Men’s Bible Study 12:00 Noon – 1:00 PM on Wednesdays in the Library 
 For information contact: George Neavoll (gneavoll@comcast.net) 
Begin Within: Centering Prayer and Meditation – 3:30 PM on Wednesdays 

For information on changed time and location contact: 
Mike Zula 503-772-2095 (laslie471@comcast.net) or refer to August edition of 
The Sentinel. 

Saturday breakfast 
 For information contact: Sue Rossiter (rossitersusan@yahoo.com) 

Thank offerings made to celebrate Birthdays and Anniversaries are used 
towards defraying the cost of meals provided to all comers on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

 
The Vestry meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7:15 PM in the Parish Hall.  
Meetings are open to everyone.  
 

 

May Men's Bible Study:  From “What Would Jesus Do?” to “What 
Jesus Did”  
 
What would happen if the members of every church in America took the pledge to 
ask, before making any decision in the following year, "What Would Jesus Do?" 
Henry Maxwell of the fictional First Church of Raymond, many of whose members 
had taken such a pledge, predicted it would cause a revolution. 

"But why not?  Is it any more than the disciple ought to do? Has he followed Jesus, 
unless he is willing to do this? Is the test of discipleship any less today than it was in 
Jesus' time?" 
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Men's Bible study is in the midst of an eight-week look at this disturbing question. We 
have used examples from our own encounters during the previous week to illustrate 
the complexity - and simplicity - of such a commitment. "What is that to thee? Follow 
thou me" is the text of one of Maxwell's sermons in Henry Sheldon's classic, "In His 
Steps: What Would Jesus Do?" 

The first two Wednesdays in May will be devoted to seeing how the members of First 
Church did. The answer may help determine whether we are ready to help start the 
revolution. 

The group, in deciding what to do next, has settled on a study of the Gospels. "I think 
that by studying the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, we would be in a 
much better position to answer the question, 'What would Jesus do?'" said one of the 
group.  We will use, as we have before, the study questions in the Serendipity Bible 
(New International Version). 

An overview of the Gospels by David Henderson will begin the series on May 19. The 
members will take turns leading the discussions thereafter, taking four chapters at a 
time. The various Gospel accounts will provide an opportunity to see and compare 
how the accounts differ. 

"What would Jesus do?"  The group soon will have first-hand evidence. 

Meetings begin at 12 Noon every Wednesday in the church library. They adjourn 
promptly at 1 PM.  Time will be taken for special concerns before adjournment. 

 
 

Birthdays in May  

 
Cindy Kerr 
Ann Seelye 
Kathy Barless 
Marcos Domingues 

 
May 4 
May 9 
May 11 
May 18 

 
Stephen Snyder 
Hisa Iwata 
John Marks 

 
May 20 
May 23 
May 28 

 
If we have omitted your name, please send your name and birthday to the 
church office.  Errors should also be reported. 
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Sacred Grounds More Than Just Coffee 
By Deacon Ken 
 
Every other Wednesday, a small group of us from St. Stephen’s and from the secular 
community gather at Cafe Cello on SW Yamhill between 10th and 11th for 
meditation, coffee and tea, and conversation. Some of those who attend are not 
Christian; some are Christians who do not go to church. All are looking for one thing: 
a time of quiet reflection in the midst of life’s busyness.  

We meet in a coffee house because we want to make clear our intention to support 
people in their spiritual practice, wherever they are. Some who have been wounded by 
the church will not enter a church building. By coming together in a secular space we 
become a more welcoming group. We also announce that everything is part of God’s 
creation and that anywhere can be a place of grace.  

Portland, of course, is known for its coffee. By meeting regularly in a coffee shop, we 
affirm that we are part of not apart from the city we serve.  

If you are new to meditation, Sacred Grounds is a good place to learn how to become 
still. We do not teach a particular kind of meditation. You may sit on a chair or on a 
cushion on the floor. We you want to sit quietly and sip a cup of coffee. We sit in 
silence for 20 minutes, offer prayers of intercession, sing a little, hear and reflect on a 
poem or Bible passage. There is not much talk until we have completed our meditation 
and prayer, then we all sit around with coffee or tea in quiet conversation. The cafe is 
closed to others while we are there. 

Imagine: for an hour every other week you can have a coffee shop to yourself--and be 
with friends. It’s worth exploring. Join us at 5:30 PM  May 12 and 26 (and every two 
weeks after).  
 
 

St Stephen's is an Amazon and Powell's Book Partner  

Purchase books and other products from www.amazon.com and www.powells.com 
and St Stephen's will receive up to 7.5% in commissions when you use the links on 
the St Stephen's Website (www.stst.org). 
 
If you prefer to shop in the Powell's store, provide associate ID 34899 to ensure that 
part of the purchase price is donated back to St Stephen's. 
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Become an Angel to the Choir 
 
Music is a rich, essential part of our liturgical tradition, and a major draw for 
many here at St. Stephen’s. It’s easy to see why when you hear the wonderful 
performances we enjoyed for Easter, or come to the diverse concert series.  
 
But today our music program is in danger. With the current budget restraints, 
we will shortly have fewer resources to provide the full musical program we 
enjoy today. The shortfall is $3,000 for the remainder of the year. 

 
You Can Help – Here’s How 

 
Soon you’ll receive in the mail an invitation to join the newly formed St. 
Stephen’s Friends of Music Society. This is your chance to “become an angel” 
to help us continue to make a joyful noise, and build an even brighter future. 
Contributions will go toward supporting our section leader singers, keeping our 
magnificent organ and pianos tuned, and increasing the depth of our musical 
library.  
 
Look for the letter in the next few weeks – and accept the clarion call to keep 
the music playing at St. Stephen’s. 
 

 
 

JAMES HAWTHORNE APARTMENTS 
New Neighbors on Clay Street and 13th 

 
We have all watched as a new building was being built across Clay Street from our 
church.  It is now finished and in use, and we welcome our new neighbors – James 
Hawthorne Apartments – a housing program run by Luke-Dorf Incorporated. 

Dr. Hawthorne, after whom the building is named, is remembered as a compassionate 
leader for the treatment and care of mental illness.  A caring and concerned man, he 
was a well-respected public servant in the mid-19th Century. Hawthorne Boulevard in 
SE Portland was also named after Dr. Hawthorne. 
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Why a Bike Shrine at St. Stephen’s? 
By Deacon Ken 
 
One day last summer, Father Dennis, Mic Fleming, and I were talking about unserved 
communities around us. One of us asked if there is a patron saint of cyclists. No one 
knew. Mic did a Google search and we learned that there is a patron, the Madonna del 
Ghisallo, and that there is a chapel dedicated to her and cyclists in Lombardy, Italy. 
Given that St. Stephen’s had identified its mission as becoming a place of healing for 
the community, we decided to explore the creation of a similar shrine to promote 
safety and remember those who have been killed in cycling accidents. Our Portland 
Bicycle Shrine is the result. 
 
There is a long tradition in Christianity of creating places of remembrance and care 
within churches. Cathedrals in particular often have alcoves to draw attention to events 
or causes. St. John the Divine in New York City, for example, has small shrines 
dedicated to the environment, AIDS, poets. Our bike shrine is part of that tradition, in 
which the church connects its spiritual life to the life and concerns of the community 
in which it exists. These shrines are palpable signs of the church’s prayer.  
 



 
The Sentinel – May 2010  www.stst.org 9

The new sign identifying the Portland Bicycle Shrine draws attention to the parish and 
announces that we consider ourselves part of the Portland scene. We do not stand 
apart. The bicycle is a distinctive image for our city. And now, with our shrine, 
visitors to the city as well as citizens will begin to associate us with that image. We 
hope to create reflector patches of the shrine logo for cyclists to wear for safety.  
 
Is the shrine only about publicity then? No, but it does bring attention to the parish and 
our concerns. It underscores for the community our mission of being a place of 
healing. There is a lot of anger in the bike community and the car community. We 
cannot reconcile those opponents, but we can offer a place of respite and prayer that is 
above the anger.  
 
The new memorial to Tracey Sparling, who was killed while riding her bicycle in 
October 2007, is the first of what we hope will be many other plaques remembering 
those who have died. We hope to be a place of refuge for the families, a place of hope 
for cyclists, and a sign of reconciliation.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. Baldrick’s Foundation – Shaving the 
way to Conquer Kids’ Cancer 

On May 2nd I am again going to shave my head bald to raise money for St. 
Baldrick’s to help with research for kids with cancer.  I am doing this in honor 
of my friends Gwen, who had colon cancer, and Gay, who has brain cancer. 

It is not too late to donate to this wonderful cause. You can do this by going to 
the website at www.StBaldricks.org, by phone at (888) 889-Bald, or by giving 
me a check or cash.  I will have before and after photos on the website so you 
can see my beautiful new look.  

Thank you, 
Choi Marquardt 
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�  Online with St. Stephen’s 
Here are some ways you can stay connected with St. Stephen's electronically during 
the week: 

– Weblog where Fr. Dennis' sermons can be viewed 
http://revdennisj.blogspot.com 

– Get the daily lectionary readings and other short messages from St Stephen’s 
Twitter feed (www.twitter.com/ststephensPDX).  

– Get the latest news, links and pictures from St. Stephen’s, plan activities, and 
send messages to your friends at St. Stephen’s on the St. Stephen’s Facebook 
group (http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=76885117904). 

– See the choir schedule at http://www.stst.org/choir.html 
What would you like to see on the St Stephen's Website?  Let Matt Smith know at 
music@stst.org. 
 
 

�  St Stephen’s Music News �  
 
The choir always welcomes new members.  No experience necessary. For more 
information, please speak with Matt Smith after church or call 503-593-7006. 
Come join the fun!  To see what we are singing, please check the website 
www.stst.org . 
 
 

 

A wonderful way to remember or honor 
a loved one is to provide flowers for the 
Altar and/or Chapel on Sunday, which 
are then taken to homebound or sick 
parishioners during the week. 

The requested donation is $40 for the High Altar and $20 for the Chapel 
Altar. Flower memorial forms are on the Bulletin Board outside the 
Kitchen (place in offering basin or mail to the Parish Office). Memorials 
for a given day must be received at least one week in advance. 
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St. Stephen’s 
prepared for 
Holy Week 

 

 
 

 
 
With help from 
Father Dennis, Merry 
Emlaw, Marcos 
Domingues, Marie Devlin, 
Darragh Lalich and 
A.C.Caldwell, co-pastor, 
Journey Koinonia Catholic 
Community 

 

 
 
and others too 
numerous to mention 
 
 
 
 
 
photographs by 
Ed Garren  
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Parish Leadership 
 
The Rev. Dennis j. Parker, Priest-in-
Charge 
 revdennisj@comcast.net 
The Rev. Ken Arnold, Deacon 

ken@ken-arnold.com 
The Rev. G. Palmer Pardington, III, PhD., 
Assisting Clergy, BOC Chair 
 gpardington@mindspring.com 
The Rev. Dale Carr, Assisting Clergy 
 revdalecarr@comcast.net 
The Rev. William North, Assisting Clergy 
 revbillnorth@comcast.net 
Matt Smith , Director of Music 
 msmith215@gmail.com 
Drew Sadowsky, Treasurer 
 drew_sadowsky8@yahoo.com 
Kathleen Barless, Assisting Treasurer 
 kbarless@appleisp.net 
Stephen Snyder, Verger  

shsnyder@worldnet.att.net 

The Vestry 
 
Senior Warden: Mic Fleming (2011) 
Junior Warden: Lee Kilbourn 
(2013) 
 
Class of 2011: 

Molly Bartlett 
Darragh Lalich  

Class of 2012: 
Merry Emlaw 
Barbara Wrench 
Mike Zula  

Class of 2013: 
David Henderson 
Choi Marquardt  

 

 
 
Please send news and information for The Sentinel to EditorStSt@gmail.com by the 
third week of the month. The deadline for the June Sentinel will be Saturday, May 22.   
It is not necessary to wait until just before the deadline, submissions are gratefully 
received at any time. 
 
Parish Calendar: events to be added to the Parish Calendar should be sent to the 
church office by Saturday, May 22. 
 

The St. Stephen's photo album is on display at coffee hour. During the week it 
is kept in the library. Any contributions, especially from early days, would be 
welcome. Contact Darragh Lalich. 


